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2016 Rhode Island Kids Count Factbook 

22nd annual publication 
71 indicators across 5 areas 

City and town-level information 





tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ нлмл 

ÁChild population down 8% from 2000 

Á Increasing racial/ethnic diversity 
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aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ [ŜǾŜƭΣ нлмл-2014 

ÁStrong links between parental education levels and child well-being 
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Child Poverty Defined, 2015 

ÁPoverty level 
ü$19,096 for a family of 3 
ü$24,036 for a family of 4 

 

ÁExtreme poverty level 
ü$9,548 for a family of 3 
ü$12,018 for a family of 4 

 

Á2014 Rhode Island Standard of Need 
üSingle-parent family with 2 children would need 

$51,492 a year to meet its basic needs 

 



Concentrated Child Poverty 

Á Between 2010 and 2014, almost two-thirds (64%) of Rhode 
LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 

 



Poverty by Race/Ethnicity 

ÁHispanic, Native American, and Black children are more likely to live in 

poverty than White and Asian children. 

 



Homeless Children 

ÅDuring the 2014-2015 school year, Providence 
public school personnel identified 127 
students as homeless. 
ï50% were doubled up 

ï36% were in shelters 

ï8% were unsheltered 

ï6% were in hotels or motels 

ï7% were unaccompanied youth, homeless without 
their families 
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Children in Families Receiving Cash Assistance 

Á 76% decline in Rhode Island cash assistance caseload since 1996. 
Á 8% (3,331) of children in Providence receive cash assistance. 
Á 72% of RI Works beneficiaries are children under age 18.  
Á A family of 3 receives a maximum of $554/month, and this amount has not 

increased in more than 30 years. 



Children Receiving SNAP Benefits 

In October 2015  
ü 21,681 Providence children were receiving SNAP benefits. 
ü 5% decrease since 2010 



The School Breakfast Program 

Á Providence is 1 of 5 school districts which offers free breakfast to 
all children regardless of income. 
 

ÁOffers in-classroom breakfast in all elementary schools,  an 
effective strategy for increasing participation. 
 





/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

Á In Rhode Island in 2014 
ü3.3% of children under age 18 were uninsured 
üRhode Island ranks 7th best in the country 

 
Á72% of uninsured children are income-eligible for RIte Care. 

 



Infants Born at Highest Risk 

Lƴ нлмпΧ  

ü 240 (2%) Rhode Island babies were born with all three risk factors, down from 
4% in 2010. 

ü 98 (4%) Providence babies were born at highest risk, down from 7% in 2010. 

Mother: 
 

Under Age 20 

 

Unmarried 

 

Without High School Degree 

Child: 
9 times more likely to grow up in 
poverty 

More likely to suffer from abuse or 
neglect 

Less likely to be ready for school at 
kindergarten entry 

Less likely to perform well in school 

Less likely to complete high school 



Evidence-Based Family Home Visiting 

Á374 families enrolled in Providence out of a total state enrollment of 823. 

ÁProvidence families are enrolled in Healthy Families America, Nurse-
Family Partnership, and Parents as Teachers programs. 



Children with Lead Poisoning 

Á 2,706 Providence children due to enter kindergarten in the fall of 2017 

Á 366 (13.5%) were confirmed positive for ²5 mcg/dL, the 3rd highest rate in the state. 

 



Children with Asthma 

Á Providence has highest rate of asthma hospitalizations in the state at 2.9 per 
 1,000 children, compared to 1.6 for the state as a whole. 

Á Most common chronic condition among children. 

Á One of the leading causes of school absence. 



Mental Health 

Å In 2014, there were 2,744 hospitalizations of children with a primary diagnosis of 
a mental disorder, a 53% increase from 2005. 

Å In Rhode Island, 1 in 5 children ages 6 to 17 has a diagnosable mental health 
problem. 

Å In 2015, 11% of Rhode Island high school students reported attempting suicide in 
the past year, down from 14% in 2013. 
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