
EARLY LEARNING POLICY BRIEF
Focus on Integrated Early Care and Education Data



Why Do We Need Integrated Early 
Care & Education Data?
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Questions Requiring Integrated ECE Data
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Where Are the Data?
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Demonstration Project
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DCYF Cohort
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 1,421 children under age 6 who were 
maltreated in 2015

 12% (171) were repeat victims of 
maltreatment within the past 12 months

 33% had been removed from their home at 
least once (402 had one removal, 56 had 
two removals, 11 had three removals, 1 had 
four removals, 1 had five removals)

 66% White, 13% Black, 13% Multi-Racial
 25% Hispanic, 65% Non-Hispanic

 48% lived in core cities



DCYF Cohort & KIDSNET
(DOH Intermediary)
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 32% born to a mother with a high school diploma or less vs. 11%
 86% born to a low-income family (Medicaid or no insurance) vs. 50%
 54% born to a mother with a documented history of treatment of mental health 

conditions vs. 31%
 24% born to a mother with a documented history of substance abuse vs. 6%
 17% born to a mother with a documented history of involvement with DCYF vs. 2%
 10.4% pre-term vs. 9.0%, 11.5% low birth weight v. 7.5%
 12% elevated blood lead level vs. 4%



DCYF Cohort & Home Visiting
(DOH Intermediary)
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 136 (10%) children in the cohort 
participated in an evidence-
based home visiting program in 
2009-2016 before, during, or 
after the maltreatment 
occurred.

 88 in Healthy Families America
 30 in Parents as Teachers
 18 in Nurse-Family Partnership



DCYF Cohort & Early Intervention
(DataSpark Intermediary)
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 549 (39%) children from cohort had a referral record to Early Intervention 
in 2009-2016

 320 (58%) were found eligible (23% of cohort vs. 6% of population in EI):
 262 (82%) measured developmental delay
 31 (10%) single established condition (e.g. Down Syndrome)
 16 (5%) multiple established condition – category eliminated by state in 2013
 11 (3%) informed clinical opinion



DCYF Cohort & State Pre-K
(DataSpark Intermediary)

 Out of 394 children in the cohort who were old enough, 7 (2%) 
were enrolled in State Pre-K before June 2016.  

 An additional 34 children in the cohort were enrolled since 2016.
 State Pre-K grew from 234 children to 594 children enrolled 

between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016 school years. Continued to 
grow after.
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Integrated Data! 
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 Integrated data from DCYF (children 
with high needs), RIDE (State Pre-K 
enrollment), and EOHHS (Early 
Intervention referrals and enrollment) 
allowed analysis of overlapping 
services and/or services in succession.

 DOH/DCYF data also show that 10% of 
the DCYF cohort received evidence-
based home visiting (but not shared 
with DataSpark).

 Evidence clearly indicates that young 
maltreated children also participate in 
Early Head Start, Head Start, Child 
Care Assistance Program, and 
Preschool Special Education (not 
shared with DataSpark).



Components of ECE Data Systems
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  Secure linkage of child-level 
information across early learning 
programs

 Access to consistent child, program, 
and workforce information

  Inform policymakers and provide 
actionable information to program 
administrators.

 Facilitate collaboration among 
different early care and education 
programs to improve services for 
children.



Data Intermediaries in RI
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 DataSpark and RI DataHUB at URI
 Rhode Island Innovative Policy Lab (RIIPL) and RI 360 

at Brown University
 KIDSNET at DOH
 Early Care and Education Data System (ECEDS) at RIDE
 The Data Ecosystem at EOHHS

As of June 2018, it is not clear which entity is 
responsible for integrating data across all ECE programs.



Children with High Needs
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Recommendations
 Establish coordinated governance across state agencies to promote use of 

integrated ECE data. Identify goals, develop data sharing and coordination 
systems, and produce regular reports.

 Clarify how data on early care and education enrollment is to be gathered 
and integrated across state agencies

 Ensure there is a permanent home and staff capacity to manage the Early 
Care and Education Data System (ECEDS)

 Improve systems to ensure data about early childhood educators and 
home visitors is regularly entered into ECEDS

 Connect integrated data from early care and education programs to 
children’s health data and K-12 education data

 Consider establishing an Office of Early Learning to promote coordination, 
collaborative decision-making, and shared data and resources across the 
core early childhood programs.
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