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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Newport and the Newport Partnership for Families has historically been very data-driven and used data we present at our annual Data in Your Backyard presentations to identify areas of focus, monitor progress, and celebrate wins.

I’m excited to be part of today’s program along with the leaders of several initiatives working to improve child and family well-being in Newport and hope that again the data I present will help identify new areas of focus and help you monitor forward progress as well as areas that need increased attention because progress is stalled.
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Special Thanks
to 

Newport Partnership for Families and Bank Newport

for hosting today’s presentation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks to the Newport Partnership for Families and Bank Newport for hosting this event.

If we are not late, give everyone else a chance to introduce themselves.

Overview of agenda

Walk through the packet and mention other materials in the back of the room.

Feel free to break in with questions or comments.

Will post PowerPoint presentation on our website at www.rikidscount.org
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2019 Rhode Island Kids Count Factbook
25th annual publication

71 indicators across 5 areas

City and town-level information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
25th annual publication.

71 indicators of child well-being.

Factbook is split into five sections
	Family and Community
	Economic Well-Being
	Health
	Safety
	Education

Information on key indicators in each of these 5 areas

How Rhode Island kids are doing in general

Many indicators also include information about how children are faring in each of Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns, in the  core cities (those cities with the highest poverty rates), and in the remainder of the state (non-core cities).
Specific information about the well-being of Newport children.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First section, Family and Community

Much of this data comes from the Census and includes both decennial Census data from 2000 and 2010 as well as data from the American Community Survey, a smaller survey conducted annually by the Census Bureau.  
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Newport’s Child Population, 2010
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2010, when the last decennial Census was conducted, there were 4,083 children in Newport, down from 5,199 children in 2000, a 21% decrease and the largest decrease in population of any Rhode Island city or town.

Important to participate in the Census:
The Census count is used to apportion the 435 members
of the U.S. House of Representatives and to allocate federal program funding to each state for the following decade so it’s important that everyone get counted. Young children and children, immigrants, young adults, and individuals and families experiencing homelessness are groups that are often missed.
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Newport Child Population
2000 2010 % Change

White 3,485 2,405 -31%

Hispanic /Latino 602 703 +17%

Black 555 337 -39%

Asian 55 39 -29%

Native American 86 37 -57%

Other/Two or 
More Races 416 562 +35%

Total 5,199 4,083 -21%

Source: U.S. Census  Bureau, Census 2000 and 2010, Summary File 1.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Second section
	Economic Well-Being

A core part of our work
	Poverty is connected to so many other indicators.
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Child Poverty Defined, 2018
• Poverty level
 $20,231 for a family of 3
 $25,465 for a family of 4

• Extreme poverty level
 $10,116 for a family of 3
 $12,733 for a family of 4

• 2018 Rhode Island Standard of Need
 Single-parent family with 2 children would need $55,115 a year to meet 

its basic needs, which would require a pre-tax income of $62,844 to 
meet this budget without governmental subsidies.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The poverty level in 2018 was $20,231 for a family of three with two children and $25,465 for a family of four with two children. 

The extreme poverty level in 2018 was $10,116 for a family of three with two children and $12,733 for a family of four with two children. 

According to the 2018 Rhode Island Standard of Need, it costs a single-parent family with two young children $55,115 a year to pay basic living expenses, including housing, food, clothing, child care, and health care.
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Children in Poverty

Child Poverty
2013-2017

FRPL
October 2017

Middletown 12.5% 30%
Newport 21.2% 66%

Portsmouth 5.7% 14%
Four Core Cities 35.6% 82%

Rhode Island 18.9% 47%

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Only Central Falls (91%), Providence (84%), Woonsocket (79%), and Pawtucket (76%) have higher percentages of children who are classified as low-income by the schools and eligible for free and reduced-price meals.
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Cost of Housing
Average Cost of Rent of a Two-Bedroom Apartment, 2014-2018

Source: Rhode Island Housing, Rhode Island Rent Surveys, 2014-2018. Rents include adjustments for the cost of heat, cooking fuel, electricity, and hot water. 
Adjustments for utilities for each year vary according to HUD annual utility allowances. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Housing is considered unaffordable or “a cost burden” to families if it consumes more than 30% of the family’s income.

In Rhode Island, a worker would have to earn $31.17/hour and work 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year to earn enough to afford the average rent, $1,621/month.

This is more than  3 times the state’s 2018minimum wage of $10.10/hour.

In Newport, the average rent for a 2-BR apartment is slightly lower, $1,572/month.

A family of three living at the poverty level in Newport would have to spend 88% of its income on rent to pay this much.

Source of income bill

Need for greater investments in affordable housing
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 In 2018, 403 families with 653 children stayed in a homeless shelter or 
a domestic violence shelter in RI.

 During the 2017-2018 school year, Rhode Island public school 
personnel identified 1,539 children as homeless.

 Newport Public Schools personnel identified 96 children as homeless.

Homeless Children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lack of affordable housing, unemployment, low-paying jobs, extreme poverty, decreasing governmental supports, DV, mental illness and substance abuse all contribute to the problem of family homelessness.

In 2018, 653 children under age 18 received emergency housing in a homeless shelter or a domestic violence shelter in RI.

During the 2017-2018 school year, Rhode Island public school personnel identified 1,539 children as homeless.

Newport Public Schools personnel identified 96 children as homeless.

 Note that Newport is one of the school districts that receives grants that provide additional resources to identify and serve homeless children.
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 In 2018, 22% of all children and 30% 
of low-income children in Newport 
participated in the School Breakfast 
Program   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2018, 22% of all children and 30% of low-income children in Newport participated in the School Breakfast Program   
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School Breakfast Program

 In 2018, 22% of all children and 30% of low-income children in Newport 
participated in the School Breakfast Program   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Universal School Breakfast Program, which provides free breakfast to all children regardless of income, increases school breakfast participation by removing the stigma often associated with school breakfast and can reduce administrative costs.

Offering breakfast after the bell or in the classroom at the start of the school day is another effective way to increase breakfast participation.

Newport is now offering breakfast in the classroom at Pell Elementary School and looking at offering in other schools.

Newport has seen slow but steady increases in participation over the past three years.

Looking at other strategies, such as Universal School Breakfast and CEP or expanding to other schools could increase the district’s participation rate.

Barriers?
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 Data released just last week show that in 2018 in Rhode Island
 2.2% of children under age 19 were uninsured
 Rhode Island ranks 3rd best in the country

Children’s Health Insurance
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In 2018, 207 babies were born in Newport.
 14 Newport babies were born to teen mothers.
 30 Newport babies were born to mothers without a high school diploma.
 100 Newport babies were born to single mothers.
 104 Newport babies were born to low-income mothers.

Infants Born at Highest Risk
Mother:

Under Age 20

Unmarried

Without High School Degree

Child:
9 times more likely to grow up in poverty

More likely to suffer from abuse or neglect

Less likely to be ready for school at 
kindergarten entry

Less likely to perform well in school

Less likely to complete high school

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maternal marriage status, age, and education level at birth influence the likelihood that a child will live in poverty and predict many developmental vulnerabilities. 

When a child is born to a teenage, unmarried mother who has not graduated from high school, he or she is:

nine times more likely to grow up in poverty than a child born to a married woman over age 20 with a high school diploma. 

Most children facing these three economic and social risk factors at birth continue to face great challenges throughout childhood.


In 2018, 207 babies were born in Newport.
14 Newport babies were born to teen mothers.
30 Newport babies were born to mothers without a high school diploma.
100 Newport babies were born to single mothers.
104 Newport babies were born to low-income mothers.
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Evidence-Based Home Visiting

 27 families in Newport were enrolled in Healthy Families America, Parents as Teachers, and Nurse-Family 
Partnership home visiting programs in 2018.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
27 families in Newport were enrolled in Healthy Families America, Parents as Teachers, and Nurse-Family Partnership home visiting programs in 2018.
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Delayed Prenatal 
Care

Preterm Births Low Birthweight 
Infants

Middletown 12.6% 7.8% 6.0%

Newport 14.3% 8.8% 8.3%

Portsmouth 10.0% 5.2% 5.2%

Four Core Cities 18.5% 9.6% 8.7%

Rhode Island 14.7% 8.7% 7.4%

Infant Health Outcomes, 2013-2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Newport has a delayed prenatal care rate that is lower than the state rate but higher than its neighbors.

Preterm birth rate is about the same as the state rate but higher than its neighbors.

Low birthweight infants I higher than state rate and neighboring communities and among the highest in the state after North Providence, Pawtucket, and Providence. 
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Children with Lead Poisoning

285 Newport children due to enter kindergarten 
in the fall of 2020 were tested.

15 (5.3%) were confirmed positive for ≥5 mcg/dL.
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Children with Asthma

 Asthma is one of the most common chronic conditions among children and a leading cause of school 
absenteeism.

 Newport’s rate of asthma-related emergency department visits was 10.0 per 1,000 children, among the 
highest in the state with only the rates for Central Falls, Providence, and Woonsocket higher. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Asthma is one of the most common chronic conditions among children and a leading cause of school absenteeism.

Newport’s rate of asthma-related emergency department visits was 10.0 per 1,000 children, among the highest in the state with only the rates for Central Falls (12.3), Providence (13.3), and Woonsocket (10.9) higher. 
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Prevalence of Overweight and Obesity
in Rhode Island Children 
Ages 2 to 17, 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First note that Block Island is not on the map – statistically unreliable 

Clear – no state has less than 20% combined overweight and obesity. It seems as though green is lowest, we are still talking about 1 in 5 or 1 in 4 children who are OoO

Moving all the way to the town in red with highest % - we have 3 out 4 Core Cities with 40%+ OoO – CF< Prov, and Pawt. 

Noticeably, Little Compton is also in red with one of the highest OoO %. Middletown and Newport also have high OoO % and that is something we would like to explore further. 
I’m going to make sure Ellen has a chance to mention the limitations of the data which may impact certain towns. 
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Juveniles Referred to Family Court

 41% decline in juvenile offenses from 2010 to 2018.
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 Of the 4,403 wayward and delinquent offenses for which youth were referred to Family Court in 2018, 
5% were for violent crimes. 

Youth Referred to Family Court
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Youth at the Training School

 68% decline in youth in the care and custody of the Training School from 2009 to 2018 after 
a cap was placed on the population in July 2008.

 6 youth in the care and custody of the Training School in 2018 were from Newport.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the 272 youth in the care or custody of the Training School in 2018, 6 were from Newport.
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per 1,000 Children, 2018

 Newport’s reported child abuse and neglect victim rate is down from 2017 when it 
was 27.9 victims per 1,000 children and is now the fifth highest in the state.

Child Abuse and Neglect

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Higher rates in West Warwick (23.1), Central Falls (23.4), Pawtucket (24.7), and Woonsocket (35.7).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fifth and final section of the Factbook focuses on education
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 In December 2018, there were 10,391 child care subsidies in Rhode Island, up 4% from December 2017, 
but down 28% from the 2003 peak.

 192 Newport children from ages birth to 12 receive a subsidy for child care.

Child Care Subsidies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Families rely on child care to enable them to work and to provide the early education experiences needed to prepare their children for school. Yet the high cost of child care puts quality care out of reach for many low-income families. State child care subsidy programs help low-income, working families enroll their children in licensed child care programs.

Child care subsidies increase the likelihood that low-income parents are able to work, reduce the likelihood that parents who previously received cash assistance payments do so again, and increase the range of affordable child care options. Families who use child care subsidies have higher rates of parental employment, more stable employment and more income than poor families who do not use them.

In recent years, we have seen an increase in the number of child care subsidies available, but the number of child care subsidies is still 30% lower than the number available at the peak in 2003.
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High-Quality Early Learning Programs

In Newport:
 100% of the 4 child care centers and preschools participate in BrightStars.
 25% (1 of 4) have a high-quality rating of 4 or 5 stars

 The only licensed family child care home in Newport does not participate in BrightStars.

 1 public school with a preschool program participates in BrightStars.
 It does not have a high-quality rating of 4 of 5 stars

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research on early care and education shows a strong relationship between program quality and children’s skills and well-being. Children in high-quality programs score higher on tests of language and cognitive skills and have stronger social and emotional skills than children in low-quality programs.

BrightStars, Rhode Island’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) for child care and early learning programs is designed to measure, improve, and incentivize program quality.

BrightStars was launched in 2009 and provides quality ratings for licensed child care centers, Head Start centers, preschools, and family child care homes.

As of November 2013, all programs accepting child care assistance were given a starting star and expected to apply for a rating by April 2014.

In Newport
100% of child care centers and preschools participate in BrightStars.
50% (2 out of  4) have a high-quality rating.
There are two family child care homes in Newport and 1 participates in BrightStars but does not yet have a high-quality rating.
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Head Start and State Pre-K

 53% of all children and 71% of low-income children in Newport were enrolled in either Head Start or 
State Pre-K during the year before kindergarten, much higher than the state rates.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year, for the first time, we combined our Head Start and State Pre-K indicators and presented the data together.

Two important programs designed to ensure that children have access to the kinds of high-quality preschool programs that help children gain the skills and knowledge they need to be successful in school.

 51% of all children and 57% of low-income children in Woonsocket were enrolled in either Head Start of State Pre-K during the year before kindergarten.

 Compared to 24% of all children and 44% of low-income children in Rhode Island.
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English Learners
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English Learners in Newport and Rhode Island, 2014-2018

Newport Rhode Island

Source: Rhode Island Department of Education, 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 school years.
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Student Mobility
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Source: Rhode Island Department of Education, 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 school years.

 Student mobility is the number of students who enrolled in school after September 30 or withdrew from school before 
June 1 divided by the total enrollment for that school district.

 Rhode Island students who change schools mid-year are absent more often and perform worse on standardized tests 
than children who do not change schools. 
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Third-Graders Meeting Expectations in English Language Arts, 2018

Source: Rhode Island Department of Education, Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment Program (RICAS), 2018.

Third-Grade Reading Skills

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important indicator because children who are not proficient in reading by the end of third grade are 4 times more likely to drop out of high school than their proficient peers.

Youth who read below grade level and drop out of high school are more likely to be involved in the juvenile and adult justice systems and to receive public assistance.

Also, when reading difficulties are not identified early, children often need expensive and intensive interventions.


Newport’s Learn to Read by 3G initiative.
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Eighth Grade Math Skills

55%

15%

46%

23%

0%

20%

40%

60%

Middletown Newport Portsmouth Rhode Island

Eighth-Graders Meeting Expectations in Math, 2018

Source: Rhode Island Department of Education, Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment Program (RICAS), 2018.
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Chronic Early Absence

 In Newport, 16% of K-3 students missed 18+ days of school during the 2017-2018 school year, 
higher than the state rate of 13% and up from 11% in 2014-2015 and 15% in 2016-2017.

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Define chronic absence and chronic early absence.

Talk about pattern by grade.

Link between chronic early absence and math and reading performance, likelihood of being retained, and risk of dropout.

Strategies.

Now is the time.


In Newport, roughly 16% of K-3 students missed 18+ days of school during the 2017-2018 school year, the highest in the state.

Inquire about current efforts to address.




POLICY & ADVOCACY
FOR RHODE ISLAND’S CHILDREN

 Newport’s chronic absence rates in middle school (21%) and high school (38%) during the 2017-2018 
school year, were among the highest in the state. 

Chronic Absence, Middle School and High School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Newport’s chronic absence rates in middle school (21%) and high school (38%) during the 2017-2018 school year, were among the highest in the state. 


Chronic absence in sixth grade is one of three early warning signs that a students is likely to drop out of high school. 

By ninth grade, a student’s attendance is a better predictor of dropout risk than eighth-grade achievement scores.

Addressing chronic absence can help increase high school graduation rate.
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Suspensions

 Newport’s suspension rate has declined from 24 suspensions per 100 students in 2013-2014 to 14 
suspensions per 100 students in 2017-2018.

 During the 2017-2018 school year, 95% of Newport’s suspensions were out-of-school suspensions, 
compared to 56% in the state as a whole.



POLICY & ADVOCACY
FOR RHODE ISLAND’S CHILDREN

High School Graduation Rate, 2013-2018
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 Of the 178 Newport students who entered 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year and were expected to 
graduate in 2018, 84% graduated in 4 years, 13% dropped out, 0% obtained a GED, and 3% were still in school.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Newport 4-year graduation rate for the Class of 2018 was 84%, up from 67% in 2013 and equal to the statewide graduation rate.

The Newport 4-year graduation rate for the Class of 2017 was 80%, the dropout rate was 13%, 1% completed their GED within 4 years of entering high school, and 6% were still in school in the fall of 2017.


Early warning systems
Focus on 8th to 9th grade transition
Providing supports as soon as student is off-track, including school, community, and family supports.
Improving attendance/reducing chronic absence
Improving school discipline/climate
More student-centered learning
3rd grade reading
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High School Graduation Rate, 2018
All Newport Students 84%

CTE Concentrators 96%

Non-CTE Concentrators 72%

Students With Disabilities 77%

Students Without Disabilities 86%

English Learners 71%

Low-Income Students 81%

Higher-Income Students 92%

White Students 94%

Black Students 78%

Hispanic Students 67%

Multi-Racial Students 87%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Large achievement gaps

So, while there is an overall need to increase the high school graduation rate in Woonsocket, the situation is especially serious for some high-need groups of students.

In Rhode Island, adults without high school diplomas are 4 times as likely to be unemployed as those with Bachelor’s degrees or more.

Also earn less , do not have as good health outcomes, etc.
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College Preparation and Access

 50% of Newport students who graduated from high school in the Class of 2017 immediately enrolled in college, 
compared to 61% in Rhode Island as a whole.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Newport, 50% of 2017 high school graduates immediately enrolled in college, compared to 61% of high school graduates statewide.
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KIDS COUNT Data Center: A Helpful Resource
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/
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Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
One Union Station

Providence, RI 02903
(401) 351-9400 voice

(401) 351-1758 fax
www.rikidscount.org

rikids@rikidscount.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter!

Rhode Island 
KIDS COUNT

@RIKidsCount

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask for questions and comment.

Offer to answer questions later.

Thank hosts again.

Remind everyone about resources in back of the room.

Presentation will be posted on website – share with others.
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