
Issue Brief

R
ho

de
 I

sla
nd

 K
id

s 
C

o
u

n
t

october 2007

Child poverty in Rhode Island

Children most at risk of not achieving their full potential are children 
who live in poverty. Children in poverty, especially those in poverty for
extended periods of time, are more likely to have health and behavioral
problems, experience difficulty in school, become teen parents, earn less 
as adults and be unemployed more frequently.1,2 While almost half (44%)
of all poor children in Rhode Island are White, children of color and 
children of immigrants are more likely to grow up poor.3 Single parent-
hood, low educational attainment, part-time or no employment and low
wages of parents place children at risk of being poor.4

Addressing child poverty in Rhode Island requires a multi-faceted approach
including strategies that attract high-wage jobs, improve the education levels
of the workforce and provide access to job training, literacy programs and
English language acquisition. Access to affordable, quality child care and
health care can help to mitigate the negative effects of poverty on children.

◆ According to the 2006 American Community Survey, 15.1% (35,456)
of Rhode Island’s 234,711 children under the age of 18 lived below the
federal poverty threshold. This is a significant decrease from 2004 when
21.5% (50,390) of Rhode Island children were living below the federal
poverty threshold. 

◆ In the U.S., the child poverty rate remained relatively constant between
2004 and 2006. 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey 2004-2006, Table B17001.
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RHODE ISLAND’S POOR CHILDREN, 2006

◆ In 2006, more than one-third of Rhode Island’s poor children
were ages 5 and younger. Both nationally, and in Rhode Island,
young children from birth through age five are more likely to be
poor. In 2006, 17% (12,723) of Rhode Island children under age 6
were living below the poverty threshold, compared to 21% nationally.
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Table B17001.

by age

36% Ages 5 and younger

29% Ages 6 to 11

17% Ages 12 to 14

18% Ages 15 to 17

n = 35,456 
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by family structure*

18% Married Couple Family

10% Male Householder only

72% Female Householder only

n = 34,923 

*Only includes related children 
living in households.
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◆ Family structure continues to be strongly related to whether or
not children grow up in poor households. Of all poor children in
Rhode Island, 82% were living in single parent families, compared
to 18% living in two-parent families. In 2006, more than 7 out of
10 of Rhode Island’s poor children lived in single female-headed
households. Between 2004 and 2006, the percentage of Rhode
Island’s poor children living in single male-headed households has
doubled from 5% to 10%.5

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Table B17006.

Barrington 2.7%
Bristol 10.0%
Burrillville 6.0%
Central Falls* 40.9%
Charlestown 4.7%
Coventry 5.9%
Cranston 9.1%
Cumberland 3.1%
East Greenwich 4.1%
East Providence 10.8%
Exeter 7.5%
Foster 2.9%
Glocester 6.7%
Hopkinton 5.9%
Jamestown 1.4%
Johnston 9.0%
Lincoln 6.5%
Little Compton 1.0%
Middletown 6.2%
Narragansett 8.6%
New Shoreham 10.2%
Newport* 24.4%
North Kingstown 9.7%
North Providence 10.1%
North Smithfield 3.0%
Pawtucket* 25.3%
Portsmouth 2.8%
Providence* 40.5%
Richmond 4.2%
Scituate 4.3%
Smithfield 3.9%
South Kingstown 5.3%
Tiverton 2.8%
Warren 8.4%
Warwick 6.7%
West Greenwich 2.7%
West Warwick* 18.1%
Westerly 10.0%
Woonsocket* 31.8%
Core Cities 33.9%
Remainder of State 6.8%
Rhode Island 16.9%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Census 2000. Most City and Town
data are only available from the 2000
Decennial Census.

* Core city with 15% or more of 
children living in poverty. 

Rhode Island 
Children Living 

Below Poverty, 2000

% of Children
Under Age 18

City/Town in Poverty
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◆ According to Census 2000, three-quarters (75%) of Rhode
Island's poor children lived in one of the six core cities, those
cities with a child poverty rate of 15% or more.6 Until 2010,
complete city and town level data are only available from the
2000 Decennial Census.
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by race**

Percentage of 
all poor children

Percentage of all children 
of a specified Race/Ethnicity

44% White
16% Black

3% Asian
26% Some Other Race

9% Two or More Races
1% Unknown

Hispanic Black Asian White Some Other
Race

Two or More Races

36% 36%

14%

9%

37%

29%

$16,406

$26,040
$22,517

$36,039
$28,185

$40,809
$34,426

$52,312 $50,546

$70,842
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◆ While nearly half of all poor
children in Rhode Island are White,
children who are Hispanic, Black and
Asian are much more likely to be
living in poverty.

◆ In 2006 in Rhode Island, 36% of
Hispanic and Black children lived in
families with income below the
poverty threshold, compared to 14%
of Asian children and 9% of White
children.

44%

16%
3%

26%

9%

1%

n = 35,456 

◆ Of all children living in poverty in
Rhode Island in 2006, nearly half
(44%) were white, 1 in 6 were Black
(16%), 3% were Asian, 26% were
“Some Other Race” and 9% were
“Two or More Races.” 

◆ Using the Census definitions,
Hispanic children may be included in
any race category. In 2006, 42%
(14,827) of Rhode Island’s poor
children were Hispanic.

**Some racial categories are too small to report in the sample size and are therefore reflected in unknown. Hispanic children may be included in any race category. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Tables B17020A, B17020B, B17020D, B17020F, B17020G, and B17020I.

Child Poverty in New England
◆ In 2006, Rhode Island (15.1%) had the second highest child poverty rate in New England,
compared to New Hampshire (9.6%), Connecticut (11.0%), Massachusetts (12.4%), Vermont
(13.2%) and Maine (17.6%). 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Table B17001.
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CHILDREN LIVING IN EXTREME POVERTY
◆ Children who live in deep, long term poverty experience the worst health outcomes, such as child
asthma and malnutrition, as a result of their family’s income status. Families with income below 50% of
the federal poverty threshold are considered to be living in extreme poverty. The extreme poverty level in
2006 was family income below $8,121 for a family of three with two children and $10,222 for a family of
four with two children.7

◆ Of the 35,456 children living below the poverty threshold in Rhode Island in 2006, 43% lived in extreme
poverty. In total, an estimated 6.5% (15,160) of all children in Rhode Island lived in extreme poverty. This is
a decrease from the previous year when 10% of Rhode Island children lived in extreme poverty.8

THE EFFECT OF POVERTY ON YOUNG CHILDREN
◆ Research shows that increased exposure to risk factors associated with poverty obstruct children’s
emotional and intellectual development. Risk factors associated with poverty include: inadequate nutrition,
environmental toxins, maternal depression, trauma and abuse, lower quality child care, and parental
substance abuse.9

◆ In 2006, 17% (12,723) of Rhode Island children under the age 6 were living in poverty, compared to
21% nationally.10 In 2006, 47% of Rhode Island’s children under age 6 living in poverty, lived in extreme
poverty.11

Women in Poverty 
◆ Poverty disproportionately affects women and girls in Rhode Island and across the country.
According to the most recent Status of Women in Rhode Island: A Mid-Decade Report, the poverty
rate among women in Rhode Island has increased from 10.5% in 2000 to 12.5% in 2005.12 The
disproportionate number of women in poverty is particularly acute in Providence, with women
accounting for 71% of the 18,262 adults ages 24-65 living in poverty.13

◆ Differences in educational attainment and wages between men and women can leave families
headed by single mothers with fewer resources. In 2006 in Rhode Island, 72% of all poor
children resided in single, female-headed households.14

Median Income by Educational Attainment, Rhode Island 2006

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Table B20004.
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THREE MEASURES OF FAMILY FINANCES

The Federal Poverty Threshold

◆ The official federal poverty threshold in 2006 for a family of three with two children was $16,242,
while the poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $20,444. The official poverty
threshold was set by the federal government in 1963, and was based on the cost of a minimum diet for
a family of four. The cost of food was multiplied by three, since at that time about one-third of the
after-tax expenditures of families were spent on food. The poverty threshold is adjusted annually
according to the increase in the Consumer Price Index. The federal poverty threshold is an
underestimate of the number of families with children in Rhode Island who are unable to meet their
basic needs for food, shelter, health care, child care and other necessities. The federal poverty threshold
does not take into consideration the costs of work expenses such as child care and transportation, nor
does it consider rising housing costs. The federal poverty threshold also fails to consider the cash value
of child care subsidies, health insurance and other important tax credits to low-income families. 

The Federal Poverty Guidelines

◆ The federal poverty threshold, as outlined above, is used by the Census Bureau to calculate all
official poverty population statistics. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
uses a slightly different measure, called the federal poverty guidelines. The federal poverty guidelines
are a simplified version of the federal poverty thresholds and are used for administrative purposes,
such as determining financial eligibility for certain federal programs. In 2007 the federal poverty
guideline for a family of three is $17,710. Many government assistance programs for low-income
people now use income eligibility limits that are above the federal poverty guidelines in order to
help families meet their basic needs. For example, families of three earning $22,321 per year (130%
of the federal poverty guidelines) may qualify for the Food Stamp Program, families earning up to
$30,906 may qualify for child care subsidies, and families earning up to $42,925 may qualify for
RIte Care. These figures are adjusted upward for larger families. 

The Rhode Island Standard of Need

◆ The Rhode Island Standard of Need, a measure calculated by the Poverty Institute at the Rhode
Island College School of Social Work, considers multiple factors, including the costs of housing,
child care and health care as well as the cash value of tax credits and income support programs (e.g.,
Food Stamps, childcare subsidies, RIte Care) to show what it costs for families to make ends meet.
A single parent with two young children who earns $14.76 an hour (185% of the poverty level or
$30,710 per year) was able to make ends meet in 2006,*primarily due to child care and health care
subsidies. Without the child care and health care subsidies, this family faces a household deficit of
nearly $1,500 per month. Changes in program eligibility to the Child Care Assistance Program in
the 2006 legislative session reduced the income eligibility for child care from 225% of the federal
poverty guidelines to 180% of the federal poverty guidelines. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Thresholds for 2006 by Size of Family and Number of Related Children Under 18 Years. U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. (2007). 2007 Federal Poverty Guidelines. Federal Register, 72(15), 3147-3148. The Poverty Institute at Rhode Island College
School of Social Work. (January 2007). The 2006 Rhode Island Standard of Need. Providence, RI: Rhode Island College School of Social Work.
*All data as of 2006. 
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Improving PARENTAL EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
◆ Reducing child poverty increasingly depends on improving the educational attainment of parents.
Increasing the education, skills and training of low-income and unemployed (or underemployed) parents 
is vital to local economic success and to child and family well-being.15 Between 2000 and 2015, about
85% of newly created jobs will require education or training beyond high school.16 A recent study of
employers found that a combination of basic skills (i.e. competency in reading and math) and applied
skills (i.e. professionalism, team work and communication) are critical for success in the workforce.17

◆ In Rhode Island in 2006, 17% of adults over 25 have less than a high school education. Of these
individuals, 18% (21,757) had income below the poverty threshold.18

◆ Investments in adult education, literacy and English language programs, workforce development,
lifelong education and skills development, and job-advancement opportunities are key strategies in
improving the economic security of low-income parents.

Employment Status By Educational Attainment, Rhode Island, 2006

◆ In 2006 in Rhode Island, individuals with higher levels of education were more likely to be in the labor
force and to be employed. Fifty-seven percent of individuals with education less than a high school diploma
were employed, compared to 85% of those with a bachelor's degree or higher. 

◆ For those individuals in the labor force in Rhode Island in 2006, 6% were unemployed, compared to
2% of those with a bachelor's degree or higher.
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2006. Table B23006. Note: Data refer to population ages 25 to 64.  Individuals in the Armed

Forces are considered employed.
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◆ Costs for total poverty in the United States (i.e., accounting for adults who are poor but were not
poor as children) would further increase the aggregate cost of poverty. The research finds that significant
public investments in effective poverty alleviation programs can result in cost savings in the future.
Source: Holzer, H.J., Schanzenbach, D.W., Duncan, G.J., Ludwig, J. (January 2007). The economic costs of poverty in the United States: Subsequent effects

of children growing up poor. Ann Arbor, MI: National Poverty Center.

EDUCATING CHILDREN in Poverty
◆ Given the link between educational attainment and family economic success, education may be the
single most effective way for people to move out of poverty. Each year large numbers of children, especially
low-income and minority children, enter school without the knowledge and skills they need to succeed.19

Lower graduation rates in minority communities are mainly driven by higher poverty rates and lower rates
of educational attainment among adults.20,21 In Rhode Island, students in the core cities consistently have
lower reading proficiency, attend lower performing schools and have lower graduation rates than students
in the remainder of the state. 

THE COST OF CHILDHOOD POVERTY

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2006. 

◆ Schools serving students living in poverty can achieve high standards for student performance and
graduation rates. High poverty schools that are successful at raising student achievement regularly
communicate high expectations for students and staff, nurture positive relationships among adults and
students, have a strong focus on academics, use student assessments to individualize instructions, make
decisions collaboratively, employ enthusiastic and diligent teachers, and effectively select, cultivate and use
personnel.22

Education Indicators of Success, Core Cities and Rhode Island, 2005-2006

percent of  percent of Schools high school#
4th Graders with that are graduation

core city reading proficiency high performing rates

Central Falls 46% 14% 74%
Newport 54% 25% 73%
Pawtucket 48% 20% 76%

Providence 39% 8% 71%

West Warwick 59% 33% 82%

Woonsocket 50% 0% 75%
Core Cities 45% 12% 74%
Remainder of State 73% 81% 90%
Rhode Island 63% 57% 85%

Childhood Poverty’s Aggregate Costs

Forgone Earnings 1.3% of GDP
Crime 1.3% of GDP
Health 1.2% of GDP
Total (%) 3.8% of GDP
Total ($) $500,000,000,000

◆ Recent research suggests that there is a
significant economic loss to society when
children grow up in poverty. A new analysis
published in January 2007 finds that an
estimate of the costs imposed on American
society by childhood poverty stands at close
to $500 billion annually.



STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS IMPROVING THE LIVES OF 
LOW-INCOME CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN RHODE ISLAND 

Family Independence Program 

◆ Rhode Island’s Family Independence Program (FIP) helps parents make successful transitions to work
by providing cash assistance and work supports, including health insurance and subsidized child care, that
families need to maintain employment and provide for the healthy development of their children. As of
December 1, 2006, there were 19,262 children under age 18 who were enrolled in FIP.23

RIte Care/RIte Share

◆ RIte Care/RIte Share, Rhode Island’s Medicaid managed care health insurance program for low-income
and moderate-income children and families, provides comprehensive quality health care for children under
age 19 and pregnant women with family income less than 250% of the federal poverty line and for parents
of eligible children up to 185% of the federal poverty line. RIte Care also serves as the health care delivery
system for specific groups of children who qualify based on a disability or because they are in foster care or
receiving an adoption subsidy. As of August 2007, RIte Care had an enrollment of 111,255 down from
117,758 in June 2006.24

◆ If a parent is working and their employer offers an approved health insurance plan, the family may 
be enrolled in RIte Share. The family enrolls in the employer’s plan and DHS pays for all or part of the
family’s share of the premium. As of August 2007, RIte Share enrollment was 7,305.25

Child Care Subsidy

◆ In 2006 in Rhode Island, 63% (45,000) of children under age 6 had all available parents in the labor
force.26 The quality and stability of a child care setting is crucial to a parent’s ability to work and to the
child’s development.27 Child care costs represent a significant part of the budget for low-income families.
On average, families living below the poverty threshold spent 25% of their income each month on child
care, compared to 7% for families above the threshold.28 As of September 2007, the eligibility level for
child care subsidies was lowered from 225% of the federal poverty guidelines to 180% of poverty. Only
children through the age of 12 are eligible for the subsidy, down from age 15.29

Food Stamp Program

◆ The Food Stamp Program provides low-income families with the ability to obtain better nutrition
through monthly benefits that can be used to purchase food at retail stores.30 Research shows that hunger
and lack of regular access to sufficient food are linked to serious health, psychological, emotional, and
academic problems in children and can impede their healthy growth and development.31,32 Between 1997
and 2006, the number of Rhode Island children receiving food stamp benefits declined from 44,935 to
39,546.33

Child Support

◆ Child support provides a mechanism for non-custodial parents to contribute to the financial support of
their children.34 Research shows that the receipt of regular child support payments can have a positive effect
on children’s academic achievement and increase the likelihood that the non-custodial parent will develop a
visiting relationship with the child.35,36 In 2006 in Rhode Island, 44% of non-custodial parents under court
order paid child support on time and in full.37
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Low Income Heating Assistance Program

◆ The Low Income Heating Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is designed to provide assistance and relief to
those households most vulnerable to the high cost of home heating in relation to income. In Rhode Island,
LIHEAP is administered by the Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources and delivered locally by the
Community Action Programs. In Fiscal Year 2007, Rhode Island was allocated $13,435,331 in LIHEAP
funding. In Fiscal Year 2007 the Rhode Island LIHEAP provided assistance to approximately 65,000
individuals, with 29,000 of those assisted being families with children under the age of 18.38

Housing Choice Voucher Program (Section 8)

◆ Subsidized housing programs were established to provide safe, decent, affordable rental housing for 
low-income individuals, families, the elderly, and persons with disabilities. The largest and most well
known subsidized housing program is the Housing Choice Voucher Program, commonly referred to as
Section 8.39 In Rhode Island in 2006 there were 7,930 Section 8 vouchers. In 2006, the average wait time
in Rhode Island to receive a Section 8 voucher was four and a half years, with at least 6,890 families with
children were waiting to receive a voucher.40
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Tax Credits Making a Difference for Working Families

Earned Income Tax Credit

◆ The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a refundable federal income tax credit for low-income
working individuals and families.  In 2006, 66,415 Rhode Island working families and individuals
received tax credits from EITC for tax year 2005. The aggregate dollar amount Rhode Island families
and individuals received through the EITC for tax year 2005 was over $116 million.41

◆ Of 20 states offering state EITCs, 14 offer credits that are fully refundable, meaning taxpayers
receive back the entire tax credit even if it exceeds their income tax liability.42 Currently, Rhode
Island offers a state EITC equal to 25% of the federal EITC, with 3.75% being refundable.43

Child and Dependent Care Credit 

◆ The Child and Dependent Care Credit is federal tax credit available if a parent paid someone to
care for a child under age 13 or a qualifying dependent in order to work or look for work. To
qualify, a spouse, children over the age of 13, and other dependents must be physically or mentally
incapable of self-care. The credit is a percentage of the amount of work-related child and dependent
care expenses paid to a care provider. The credit can be up to 35% of qualifying expenses, depending
upon income.44

Child Tax Credit

◆ The Child Tax Credit may help to reduce the federal income tax families owe by up to $1,000 for
each qualifying child under the age of 17. The child is eligible for the credit if the relationship to the
filer(s) is a son, daughter, adopted child, stepchild or eligible foster child, sibling, or stepsibling or a
descendant of any of these individuals and has been living in the household for more than half the
year.45



STRATEGIES FOR ADDRESSING AND PREVENTING POVERTY 

HEALTH CARE
Maintain Rhode Island’s leadership in ensuring that children have health insurance. 

◆ Retain current RIte Care eligibility standards for children, parents and pregnant women. 

◆ Identify and reduce state and federal administrative barriers that make it difficult for some eligible
families to enroll in RIte Care, including attention to new federal regulations that require citizens to prove
their identity and citizenship status. 

CHILD CARE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
◆ Continue the state’s commitment to child care by restoring child care assistance eligibility back up to
225% of poverty. Affordable, quality child care makes work possible for families and provides children
with developmental opportunities to enhance school readiness.46

◆ Invest in quality afterschool programs that expand learning opportunities for children and youth.
Children and youth who regularly attend high quality afterschool programs have better peer relations and
emotional adjustment, better grades and conduct in school, more academic and enrichment opportunities,
spend less time watching TV, and have lower incidences of drug-use, violence, and pregnancy.47

WORK SUPPORTS AND INCOME
◆ Maintain and increase Rhode Island’s commitment to family economic security through education,
training and family supports for FIP recipients. Enabling FIP recipients to complete a 2-year college
program and allowing parents with very low levels of literacy to continue the education will help to
connect parents to more stable and higher paying employment.

◆ Improve access and coordination of work-support programs, including health insurance, child care
subsidies, food stamps and the Earned Income Tax Credit, to help families meet their basic needs. Work
support programs are critical resources for working families and have a proven impact on long-term job
retention, asset accumulation and can help low-income children and families to move out of poverty.

◆ Make the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) refundable at 5% of the federal EITC. The EITC
is one of the most effective anti-poverty programs in the nation. Increasing the refundable portion from
3.75% (a maximum refund of $157.50) to 5% would allow low-income Rhode Islanders to receive a
refund of up to $210.48

◆ Index the minimum wage to inflation. By linking the minimum wage to the Consumer Price Index,
the real value of the minimum wage will keep pace with the cost of living. 

ADULT EDUCATION AND JOBS
◆ Ensure adequate access to high quality adult education, adult literacy, and English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) programs through increased state investments that improve the capacity and
quality of the system. The consolidation of adult education dollars at the Office of Adult Education
provides a mechanism for ensuring these programs are high quality. Resources are needed to expand
capacity and serve Rhode Island residents that are on waiting lists.

◆ Integrate literacy and ESOL training with job skills training to promote entry and advancement in
the workforce. 
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HOUSING
◆ Invest adequate funding in the Low Income Heating Assistance Program and Section 8 to ensure that
all those who are eligible can receive assistance.

◆ Continue to support and increase funding for the Supporting Services Program. Supportive housing
helps prevent and end homelessness among those who experience long-term or episodic homelessness.  

◆ Ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing. This can be accomplished by continuing to fund the
Neighborhood Opportunities Program, by reducing regulatory barriers that inhibit the production of
affordable homes, and by establishing a permanent funding stream for the development of affordable
housing.49

PREVENTING TEEN PREGNANCY
◆ Improve access to health care services and comprehensive sex education for teens. Teen pregnancy and
parenting threatens the development of teen parents as well as their children. Teen parents are less likely to
have the financial resources, social supports and parenting skills needed for healthy child development.
Children born to teens are more likely to suffer poor health, experience learning and behavior problems,
live in poverty, go to prison, or become teen parents themselves.50,51

◆ Expand education and economic opportunity for vulnerable teens. School-to-career options and
realistic affordable post-secondary educational opportunities give young people a vision for their future and
provide real economic opportunity. 

EDUCATION
◆ Invest in comprehensive early education programs for young children and families including Early
Head Start, Head Start and pre-kindergarten programs. Preventing poverty in future generations requires
interventions right from the outset of a child’s life.52

◆ Improve access to full-day kindergarten programs for all children and families. Children benefit
academically from participating in full-day kindergarten. They are more likely to be ready for first grade
and can be especially beneficial to low-income and minority children.53 In Rhode Island in 2006-2007,
50% of children who attended kindergarten were in a full-day program.54

◆ Improve high school graduation rates by investing in challenging and rigorous curricula taught by
highly qualified teachers. Linking rigorous curricula to career opportunities can not only help youth build
skills and competencies for practical application, but can keep youth engaged in school to improve high
school graduation rate.55

◆ Implement an adequate and predictable education funding formula that promotes accountability and
that reflects the higher cost of educating low-income students.

11

Family Income Level Based on the Federal Poverty Guidelines

2007 Federal Annual Income Annual Income
Poverty Guidelines Family of Three Family of Four

50% $ 8,585 $10,325
100% $17,170 $20,650
130% $22,321 $26,845
185% $31,765 $38,203
200% $34,340 $41,300
225% $38,633 $46,463
250% $42,925 $51,625

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2007). 2007 Federal Poverty Guidelines. Federal Register, 72(15), 3147-3148.  



R
ho

de
 I

sla
nd

 K
id

s 
C

o
u

n
t

Primary funding for Rhode Island KIDS
COUNT is provided by The Rhode Island
Foundation, United Way of Rhode Island, The
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Prince Charitable
Trusts, CVS/pharmacy Charitable Trust,
Hasbro Children’s Fund, Jessie B. Cox
Charitable Trust, Neighborhood Health Plan
of Rhode Island, UnitedHealthcare, Blue Cross
& Blue Shield of Rhode Island, Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, Pre-K Now,
Ocean State Charities Trust, Citizens Bank
Foundation, Amica Companies Foundation,
Advanced Financial Services and other
corporate, foundation and individual sponsors. 

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Staff
Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Executive Director
Catherine Boisvert Walsh, Deputy Director
Leidy Alves, Administrative Assistant
Leanne Barrett, Policy Analyst
Jill Beckwith, Policy Analyst
Dorene Bloomer, Finance Director
Raymonde Charles,
Communications Coordinator
Elaine Farber, Research Analyst
W. Galarza, Executive Assistant/

Office Manager
Kathleen Keenan, Policy Analyst
Patrick Tigue, Intern
Alexandra Brassert, Intern
Sophie Wagner, Intern

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
One Union Station
Providence, RI 02903
401-351-9400
401-351-1758 (fax)
rikids@rikidscount.org
www.rikidscount.org

1 U.S. Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family
Statistics. (2005). America’s children: Key national indicators of
well-being. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.  
2 Moore, K & Redd, Z. (November 2002). Children in 
poverty: Trends, consequences, and policy options.
Washington: DC: Child Trends. 
3 Capps, R., Fix, M., Ost, J., Reardon-Anderson, J., 
Passel, J. (2004). The health and well-being of young children of
immigrants. Washington, DC: The Urban Institute.
4 National Center for Children in Poverty. (2005). Basic facts
about low-income children in the United States. New York, NY:
Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health.
5,14 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2004-2006. Table B17006.
6 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.
7 U.S. Census Bureau, Thresholds for 2006 by Size of Family
and Number of Related Children Under 18 Years. Online at
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/threshld.html 
8,11 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2005 & 2006. Table B17024. 
9 National Center for Children in Poverty. (March 2002).
Early childhood poverty. A statistical profile. New York, NY:
Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health.
10 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2006. Table B17001.
12 Status of women in Rhode Island: A mid-decade report.
(2006) Providence, RI: The Women’s Fund of Rhode Island,
in conjunction with the Poverty Institute at the Rhode Island
College School of Social Work. 
13 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2005.
15 Mazzeo, C., Roberts, B., Spence, C. & Strawn, J. (2006).
Working together: Aligning state systems and policies for 
individual and regional prosperity. Retrieved on May 29, 2007
from www.workforcestrategy.org
16,17 Are they really ready to work? Employers’ perspective on the
basic knowledge and applied skills of new entrants to the 21st
century U.S. workforce. The Conference Board, Corporate
Voices for Working Families, Partnership for 21st Century
Skills and The Society for Human Resource Management. 
18 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2006. Table B15004. 
19 Peske. H.G. & Haycock, K. (2006). Teaching inequality:
How poor and minority students are shortchanged on teacher
quality. Washington, DC: The Education Trust
20 Orfield, G., Losen, D., Wald, J., & Swanson, C. (2004).
Losing our future: How minority youth are being left behind by
the graduation rate crisis. Cambridge, MA: The Civil Rights
Project at Harvard University. 
21 Almeida, C., Johnson, C., Stenberg, A. (2006). Making
good on a promise: What policymakers can do to support the
educational persistence of dropouts. Boston, MA: Jobs for the
Future. 
22 Kannapel, P.J. & Clements, S.K. (2005). Inside the black
box of high-performing high-poverty schools. Lexington, KY:
Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence. 
23,24,25,33,37 Rhode Island Department of Human Services, 
2006-2007. 
26 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey,
2006. Table B17016. 
27 Lawrence, S. & Kreader, J.L. (2006). Parent employment
and the use of child care subsidies. Child Care & Early
Education Research Connections. New York, NY: National
Center for Children in Poverty at the Mailman School of
Public Health, Columbia University. 
28 Johnson, J.O. (October 2005). Who’s minding the kids?
Child care arrangements: Winter 2002. Washington, DC: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, Household
Economic Studies.  
29 House Fiscal Advisory Staff, Rhode Island Budget as Enacted:
Fiscal Year 2008. Retrieved August 27, 2007 from
www.rilin.state.ri.us/HouseFinance/2008BudgetEnacted.pdf.

30 Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program. The food
assistance landscape. (2004). Washington, DC: Economic
Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture.
31 The safety net in action: Protecting the health and nutrition of
young American children. (2004). Boston, MA: Children
Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program.
32 The consequences of hunger and good insecurity for 
children. Evidence from recent scientific studies. (2002).
Walthan, MA: The Center on Hunger and Poverty at
Brandeis University.
34 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2002).
Fact sheets: Child Support Enforcement Program.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration for Children and Families.
35 Turestky, V. (2005). The Child Support Enforcement
Program. A sound investment in improving children’s
chances in life. Washington, DC: Center for Law and Social
Policy.
36 Koball, H. & Principe, D. (2002). Do nonresident 
fathers who pay child support visit their children more? 
Washington, DC: The Urban Institute.
38 Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources. 
Retrieved September 14, 2007 from www.energy.ri.gov/low-
income/liheap.php 
39 Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless. 
Retrieved September 14, 2007 from www.rihomeless.com/
housing_resources.htm 
40 Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation,
2006. Note: not all housing authorities collect data on 
waiting lists. 
41 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities . (n.d.) EIC
Participation for tax year 2005, by state. Retrieved January 9,
2007 from www.cbpp.org/eic2007/EEIC_Participation.pdf 
42 Okwuje, I. & Johnson, N. (2006). A rising number of state
earned income tax credits are helping working families escape
poverty. Washington, DC: Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities. 
43 Nagle, A. & Johnson, N. (2006). A hand up: How state
Earned Income Tax Credits help working families escape poverty
in 2006. Washington, DC: Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities. 
44,45 U.S. Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue
Service. Retrieved September 14, 2007 from www.irs.gov 
46 Greenberg, M., Dutta-Gupta, I. & Minoff, E. (2007).
From poverty to prosperity: A national strategy to cut poverty in
half. Report and Recommendations of the Center for
American Progress Task Force on Poverty. 
47 Miller, B.M. (2003). Critical hours: Afterschool programs and
educational success. Quincy, MA: The Nellie Mae Foundation. 
48 One Rhode Island FY 2006 Legislative Platform. (2005).
Providence, RI Rhode Island College School of Social Work,
The Poverty Institute. 
49 HousingWorks Rhode Island. Tools, resources, research.
Retrieved September 14, 2007 from www.housingworksri.org 
50 KIDS COUNT data book: State profiles in child wellbeing.
(2004). Baltimore: MD: The Annie E. Casey Foundation.
51 Klein, J.D. (2005). Adolescent pregnancy: Current trends
and issues. Pediatrics, 116, 281-286.
52 Duncan, G.J., Ludwig, J. & Magnuson, K.A. (2007). High
quality preschool as antipoverty. Future of Children: The Next
Generation of Antipoverty Policies, 17(2).
53 The progress of education reform 2004: Kindergarten. (2004).
Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. 
54 Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education, 2006. 
55 Murnane, R.J. (2007). Improving the education of children
living in poverty. Future of Children: The Next Generation of
Antipoverty Policies, 17(2).
56 Bernstein, J. (2007). Is education the cure for poverty? 
The American Prospect: Ending poverty in America. 

References

Production of the Issue Brief Series 
is made possible through the generous
support of Hasbro Children’s Fund

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT is a children’s
policy organization that provides information
on child well-being, stimulates dialogue on
children’s issues, and promotes accountability
and action.




