School Attendance

DEFINITION

School attendance is the average daily
attendance of public school students in
each school district in Rhode Island for
elementary school (grades 1-5), middle
school (grades 6-8), and high school
(grades 9-12). Public school students in
pre-school, kindergarten, and ungraded
classrooms are not included.

SIGNIFICANCE

An important aspect of students’
access to education is the amount of
time actually spent in the classroom.
When students are absent from school
they forgo opportunities to learn.* Lower
attendance rates are linked to lower
reading scores and are an important
factor in variation in states’ mathematics
scores.2® Absenteeism is detrimental to
student’s achievement. Students who
miss school fall behind their peers in the
classroom.* Students who think of
dropping out have already begun
skipping school occasionally.® Truancy
among teens is a powerful predictor of
juvenile delinquency and may be
connected with substance abuse and
other illegal activities.®’

Problems with student attendance
create a climate of instability in schools.
In schools where truancy rates are low,
there is less disruption and violence,
teachers are more committed to students
and are more likely to interact and
engage with the entire class. Students are

less likely to miss school when they are
engaged and have a sense of belonging
due to established relationships with
both their teachers and classmates.®

Student absenteeism places individual
children at risk for school failure.
Truancy is rarely a reflection of the child
alone and is often the first indication
that the family needs help.® Teens who
live in more affluent families and those
who live with both parents have higher
education aspirations and expectations,
are more engaged in school, do better
academically and are more likely to
continue their schooling than their peers
in less well-off families and those in
single-parent families.*

Nationally, the tendency to miss
school either by skipping or for other
reasons increased notably by grade level.
Over the past two decades, twelfth
graders have reported a declining
interest in school.**

Students are very aware of whether
their teachers have high or low
expectations for them and often their
achievement levels are strongly linked to
those expectations. The relationships
between students and their teachers are
critical in shaping the school climate of
the school. All students, regardless of
age, will do better when relationships are
respectful, behavior is not disruptive and
teachers are invested in the student’s
success. 2
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Suspensions Due to Attendance Infractions,
Rhode Island, 2001-2002 School Year

Number Percent of All Suspensions
Cutting/Skipping Classes 6,281 14%
Cut/Skipped Detention 5,264 12%
Left School Grounds 2,610 6%
Tardy 1,362 3%
Truancy 880 2%
Total Attendance Infractions 16,397 37%

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2001-2002 school year.

[1 During the 2001-2002 school year, more than a third (37%) of the 44,127 incidents in
which a Rhode Island public school student received a suspension or alternative program
placement were due to attendance infractions. This is more than any other single category
of infractions.

[1 U.S. Students who have considered dropping out of school have skipped class or school
for the following reasons: school was boring, they did not complete an assignment or they
did not feel ready to take a test.’

[l In Rhode Island during the 2001-2002 school year, high school attendance rates were
86% in the core cities and 92% in the remainder of state. With 13,844 high school students
in the core cities, improving the core cities’ attendance rate from 86% to 92% would mean
that 907 more students would be attending high school in the core cities each day of the
school year.

[ Effective truancy reduction strategies include clear, consistently enforced school policies;
school reorganization to support students’ engagement in learning and attachment to
school; effective communication between the school and the parent; family counseling
programs; and collaboration between the school and community partners.



Table 33.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

School Attendance Rates, Rhode Island, 2001-2002

HIGH SCHOOL

NUMBER
SCHOOL DISTRICT ENROLLED
Barrington 1,549
Bristol-Warren 1,693
Burrillville 1,175
Central Falls 1,860
Chariho 1,582
Coventry 3,014
Cranston 5,182
Cumberland 2,554
East Greenwich 1,368
East Providence 2,919
Exeter-W. Greenwich 1,141
Foster 402
Foster-Glocester NA
Glocester 802
Jamestown 330
Johnston 1,645
Lincoln 2,051
Little Compton 216
Middletown 1,187
Narragansett 622
New Shoreham 66
Newport 1,446
North Kingstown 2,109
North Providence 1,631
North Smithfield 1,052
Pawtucket 5,419
Portsmouth 1,128
Providence 13,970
Scituate 813
Smithfield 1,217
South Kingstown 1,925
Tiverton 776
Warwick 6,411
West Warwick 1,819
Westerly 1,715
Woonsocket 3,354
Core Cities 27,868
Remainder of State 48,275
Rhode Island 76,143
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752 96%
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School Attendance

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education, 2001-2002 school year.

Core cities are Central Falls, Newport, Pawtucket,
Providence, West Warwick and Woonsocket.

The denominator is the total number of students
enrolled in the school district.
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