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DEFINITION

Children in single-parent families is
the percentage of children under age 18
who live in families headed by a person
– male or female – without a spouse
present in the home. These numbers
include “own children” defined as
never-married children under age 18
who are related to the family head by
birth, marriage, or adoption. 

SIGNIFICANCE

According to the American
Community Survey conducted by the
Census Bureau, there were 243,667
children living in Rhode Island in 2004.1

Between 2000 and 2004 there was a 23%
increase in the percentage of children
growing up in single-parent households.2,3

In 2004, 34% of children lived with a
single parent, compared to 27% in
2000.4,5 Fifty-seven percent of children
lived with their parents in a married-
couple household and the remainder of
children lived with relatives (7%),
unrelated adults (1%), and less than 1%
lived in non-family households.6

Children living in single-parent
families are at increased risk of living in
poverty compared to children living in
two-parent families. Single-parent
families have only one wage earner, in
contrast to two potential wage earners
in a two-parent family. Single-parent
families do not benefit from the same

economies of scale that two-adult earner
households receive for expenses such as
rent, utilities and food.7

In Rhode Island in 2004, 86% of all
poor children lived in single-parent
families.8

The financial barriers facing many
single-parent families explain some of
the differences between the well-being
of children in single-parent households
and those in two-parent households.9

Children in single-parent families are at
an increased risk for low academic
achievement, low levels of cognitive,
social and emotional well-being,
diminished future earnings, and
increased levels of depression and stress.
Regardless of family structure, the
quality of parenting is one of the best
predictors of a child's well-being.10

Single-Parent Families

2000 2004
RI 27% 34%
US 25% 25%
National Rank* 4488tthh
New England Rank** 66tthh

*1st is best; 50th is worst 
**1st is best; 6th is worst

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2004 American 
Community Survey, Table B09003 and U.S. Census
Bureau, 2000 American Community Survey, 
Supplementary Survey Summary, Table PO13.

Families with Income Below the Poverty Threshold,
by Race & Ethnicity, Rhode Island, 2004

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2004, Tables B17010B, B17010D, B01701F,
B17010H, B17010I.

◆ IInn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd iinn 22000044,, ssiinnggllee--ppaarreenntt BBllaacckk aanndd HHiissppaanniicc ffaammiilliieess wweerree aatt lleeaasstt ffiivvee
ttiimmeess mmoorree lliikkeellyy tthhaann WWhhiittee aanndd AAssiiaann ffaammiilliieess ttoo lliivvee bbeellooww tthhee ffeeddeerraall ppoovveerrttyy tthhrreesshhoolldd..1111

◆ TThhee nnuummbbeerr ooff ccaarriinngg aadduullttss aa cchhiilldd lliivveess wwiitthh iiss aassssoocciiaatteedd wwiitthh tthhee ppaarreennttaall,, eeccoonnoommiicc
aanndd ccoommmmuunniittyy rreessoouurrcceess aavvaaiillaabbllee ttoo tthhaatt cchhiilldd''ss wweellll--bbeeiinngg..1122 IInn 22000044 iinn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd,,
5577%% ooff cchhiillddrreenn lliivveedd iinn aa mmaarrrriieedd--ccoouuppllee ffaammiillyy aanndd 77..55%% lliivveedd iinn aa hhoouusseehhoolldd wwhheerree tthhee
hheeaadd ooff hhoouusseehhoolldd hhaadd aann uunnmmaarrrriieedd ppaarrttnneerr lliivviinngg iinn tthhee hhoouussee..1133

◆ CChhiillddrreenn wwhhoo ggrrooww uupp iinn ssiinnggllee--ppaarreenntt hhoouusseehhoollddss aarree mmoorree lliikkeellyy ttoo hhaavvee nnoonn--mmaarriittaall
bbiirrtthhss,, hhaavvee ddiissccoorrddaanntt mmaarrrriiaaggeess aanndd hhiigghheerr rraatteess ooff ddiivvoorrccee..1144

◆ FFiinnddiinnggss ffrroomm aa nnaattiioonnaall lloonnggiittuuddiinnaall ssttuuddyy ccoonndduucctteedd bbyy PPrriinncceettoonn UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, FFrraaggiillee
FFaammiilliieess aanndd CChhiilldd WWeellllbbeeiinngg,, ccoonnffiirrmm tthhaatt uunneemmppllooyymmeenntt,, ppoooorr mmeennttaall hheeaalltthh,, ssuubbssttaannccee aabbuussee
aanndd vviioolleennccee aarree pprreevvaalleenntt aammoonngg uunnmmaarrrriieedd ppaarreennttss aanndd mmaayy pprreesseenntt aa bbaarrrriieerr ttoo mmaarrrriiaaggee..1155
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Note to Table

The denominator is the number of children under age 18
living in family households according to the census. A
family household is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau
as consisting of a householder and one or more people
living together in the same household who are related
to the householder by birth, marriage or adoption - it
may also include others not related to the householder.

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population
and Census 2000.

Core cities are Central Falls, Newport, Pawtucket, 
Providence, West Warwick and Woonsocket. 
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Children in Single-Parent Families
Children’s Living Arrangements, Rhode Island, 2000

ALL CHILDREN NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS
LIVING IN FAMILY TWO-PARENT FAMILIES SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES

CITY/TOWN HOUSEHOLDS N % N %

BBaarrrriinnggttoonn 44,,559922 44,,009911 8899%% 550011 1111%%

BBrriissttooll 44,,009922 33,,222222 7799%% 887700 2211%%

BBuurrrriillllvviillllee 33,,773377 33,,007777 8822%% 666600 1188%%

CCeennttrraall FFaallllss 44,,997777 22,,660077 5522%% 22,,337700 4488%%

CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn 11,,558866 11,,330055 8822%% 228811 1188%%

CCoovveennttrryy 77,,880077 66,,228877 8811%% 11,,552200 1199%%

CCrraannssttoonn 1155,,662266 1111,,881177 7766%% 33,,880099 2244%%

CCuummbbeerrllaanndd 77,,227733 66,,004499 8833%% 11,,222244 1177%%

EEaasstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 33,,447766 33,,004422 8888%% 443344 1122%%

EEaasstt PPrroovviiddeennccee 99,,668822 66,,991199 7711%% 22,,776633 2299%%

EExxeetteerr 11,,446611 11,,224488 8855%% 221133 1155%%

FFoosstteerr 11,,003377 991144 8888%% 112233 1122%%

GGlloocceesstteerr 22,,445533 22,,008822 8855%% 337711 1155%%

HHooppkkiinnttoonn 11,,889933 11,,557766 8833%% 331177 1177%%

JJaammeessttoowwnn 11,,119944 11,,001188 8855%% 117766 1155%%

JJoohhnnssttoonn 55,,444400 44,,330033 7799%% 11,,113377 2211%%

LLiinnccoollnn 44,,889955 33,,993300 8800%% 996655 2200%%

LLiittttllee CCoommppttoonn 774400 662277 8855%% 111133 1155%%

MMiiddddlleettoowwnn 44,,115500 33,,336633 8811%% 778877 1199%%

NNaarrrraaggaannsseetttt 22,,664411 22,,000022 7766%% 663399 2244%%

NNeeww SShhoorreehhaamm 117711 113399 8811%% 3322 1199%%

NNeewwppoorrtt 44,,883355 22,,772233 5566%% 22,,111122 4444%%

NNoorrtthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 66,,554466 55,,225555 8800%% 11,,229911 2200%%

NNoorrtthh PPrroovviiddeennccee 55,,441111 33,,997733 7733%% 11,,443388 2277%%

NNoorrtthh SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 22,,222211 11,,992222 8877%% 229999 1133%%

PPaawwttuucckkeett 1166,,552255 99,,553377 5588%% 66,,998888 4422%%

PPoorrttssmmoouutthh 44,,113366 33,,447766 8844%% 666600 1166%%

PPrroovviiddeennccee 4400,,226677 1199,,772211 4499%% 2200,,554466 5511%%

RRiicchhmmoonndd 11,,886677 11,,559900 8855%% 227777 1155%%

SScciittuuaattee 22,,449900 22,,117799 8888%% 331111 1122%%

SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 33,,880000 33,,118844 8844%% 661166 1166%%

SSoouutthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 55,,888877 44,,778899 8811%% 11,,009988 1199%%

TTiivveerrttoonn 33,,112211 22,,559988 8833%% 552233 1177%%

WWaarrrreenn 22,,228888 11,,665577 7722%% 663311 2288%%

WWaarrwwiicckk 1177,,227766 1133,,557711 7799%% 33,,770055 2211%%

WWeesstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 11,,336688 11,,119988 8888%% 117700 1122%%

WWeesstt WWaarrwwiicckk 66,,008844 44,,110011 6677%% 11,,998833 3333%%

WWeesstteerrllyy 55,,007777 33,,775599 7744%% 11,,331188 2266%%

WWoooonnssoocckkeett 1100,,226699 55,,556622 5544%% 44,,770077 4466%%

CCoorree CCiittiieess 8822,,995577 4444,,225511 5533%% 3388,,770066 4477%%

RReemmaaiinnddeerr ooff SSttaattee 114455,,443344 111166,,116622 8800%% 2299,,227722 2200%%

RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd 222288,,339911 116600,,441133 7700%% 6677,,997788 3300%%

Table 2.


