
DEFINITION

Low birthweight infants is the
percentage of infants born weighing
under 2,500 grams (5.5 pounds). The
data are reported by place of mother’s
residence, not place of infant’s birth.

SIGNIFICANCE

A baby’s birthweight is a key
indicator of newborn health and is
directly related to infant survival and
healthy development. Infants born
weighing less than 5.5 pounds are at
greater risk for physical and
developmental problems than infants of
normal weight.1,2 Babies born with low
birthweight may be born prematurely
and/or small for their gestational age.3

Increased risk of low birthweight is
strongly associated with poverty,
maternal smoking and low levels of
educational attainment.4

Children born with low birthweight
have greater risk of long-term illness,
long-term disability and death than
infants of normal birthweight.5,6 They
are 24 times more likely than babies of
normal weight to die within the first
year of life.7 Children born with low
birthweight are more likely than their
peers to have poor school performance
and special education needs.8,9,10

At almost all educational levels,
socioeconomic levels, and age
categories, Black mothers are at greater
risk for having a low birthweight
infant.11 These disparities are not
entirely explained by differences in
income or health behaviors.12 Research
shows that expanding access to family
support programs and health care,
including primary health care and
mental health services, for pregnant
women and for all women of
childbearing age, is effective in
preventing low birthweight.13
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Low Birthweight Infants by Race/Ethnicity,
Rhode Island, 2000-2004

Source: Rhode Island Department of Health, Division of Family Health, Maternal and Child Health Database, 1995-
2004. Data for 2003-2004 are provisional. *Hispanic may be included in any racial group.

◆ OOvveerr tthhee ppaasstt ddeeccaaddee,, tthhee ppeerrcceennttaaggee ooff llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt iinnffaannttss hhaass iinnccrreeaasseedd ffoorr 
RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd aass aa wwhhoollee.. TThhee iinnccrreeaassee iinn llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt hhaass ooccccuurrrreedd aammoonngg aallll rraacciiaall 
aanndd eetthhnniicc ggrroouuppss..1144 IInn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd bbeettwweeeenn 22000000 aanndd 22000044,, tthhee ppeerrcceennttaaggee ooff llooww
bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt aammoonngg BBllaacckk iinnffaannttss ((1111..99%%)) wwaass nneeaarrllyy ddoouubbllee tthhee ppeerrcceennttaaggee aammoonngg WWhhiittee
iinnffaannttss ((77..22%%)) aanndd wwaass hhiigghheerr tthhaann aallll ootthheerr rraacciiaall//eetthhnniicc ggrroouuppss..1155

◆ NNaattiioonnaallllyy aanndd iinn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd,, tthhee rraattee ooff iinnffaannttss bboorrnn llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt iiss hhiigghheerr ffoorr
wwoommeenn uunnddeerr tthhee aaggee ooff 2200.. IInn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd tthhee ppeerrcceennttaaggee ooff llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt iinnffaannttss 
bboorrnn ttoo mmootthheerrss uunnddeerr tthhee aaggee ooff 2200 wwaass 1100%% ccoommppaarreedd ttoo 88%% ffoorr mmootthheerrss aaggee 2200 aanndd
aabboovvee..1166,,1177,,1188

◆ OOnnee rreeaassoonn ffoorr tthhee iinnccrreeaassee iinn llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt iinnffaannttss iiss tthhee ggrroowwiinngg nnuummbbeerrss ooff ttwwiinn,,
ttrriipplleett aanndd hhiigghheerr--oorrddeerr mmuullttiippllee bbiirrtthhss.. TTwwiinnss aanndd ootthheerr mmuullttiippllee bbiirrtthhss aarree mmoorree lliikkeellyy ttoo
bbee llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt tthhaann ssiinngglleettoonn bbiirrtthhss..1199 FFrroomm 22000000 tthhrroouugghh 22000044,, iinn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd,, 
66%% ooff ssiinngglleettoonnss wweerree bboorrnn llooww bbiirrtthhwweeiigghhtt,, ccoommppaarreedd ttoo 5522%% ooff ttwwiinn bbiirrtthhss aanndd 9977%% 
ooff ttrriipplleettss..2200
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1990 2003
RI 6.2% 8.5%
US 7.0% 7.9%
National Rank* 3333rrdd
New England Rank** 66tthh

*1st is best; 50th is worst 
**1st is best; 6th is worst

Source: The right start for America’s newborns. (2006).
Baltimore, MD: The Annie E. Casey Foundation.
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Low Birthweight Infants, Rhode Island, 2000-2004

# LOW % LOW
CITY/TOWN # BIRTHS BIRTHWEIGHT BIRTHWEIGHT

BBaarrrriinnggttoonn 881199 3333 44..00%%

BBrriissttooll 11,,004400 6622 66..00%%

BBuurrrriillllvviillllee 883366 6688 88..11%%

CCeennttrraall FFaallllss 11,,994455 113388 77..11%%

CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn 444499 2277 NNAA

CCoovveennttrryy 11,,996622 116655 88..44%%

CCrraannssttoonn 44,,335555 332211 77..44%%

CCuummbbeerrllaanndd 11,,882255 115500 88..22%%

EEaasstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 556699 3366 66..33%%

EEaasstt PPrroovviiddeennccee 22,,556644 119966 77..66%%

EExxeetteerr 331177 1155 NNAA

FFoosstteerr 221122 2233 NNAA

GGlloocceesstteerr 441155 2222 NNAA

HHooppkkiinnttoonn 445566 3366 NNAA

JJaammeessttoowwnn 221188 1100 NNAA

JJoohhnnssttoonn 11,,447711 112233 88..44%%

LLiinnccoollnn 998833 7700 77..11%%

LLiittttllee CCoommppttoonn 117799 2211 NNAA

MMiiddddlleettoowwnn 11,,006655 6644 66..00%%

NNaarrrraaggaannsseetttt 559933 3366 66..11%%

NNeeww SShhoorreehhaamm 5500 22 NNAA

NNeewwppoorrtt 11,,558822 110022 66..44%%

NNoorrtthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 11,,446644 8899 66..11%%

NNoorrtthh PPrroovviiddeennccee 11,,666644 112211 77..33%%

NNoorrtthh SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 551111 3355 66..88%%

PPaawwttuucckkeett 55,,444499 447799 88..88%%

PPoorrttssmmoouutthh 889911 5599 66..66%%

PPrroovviiddeennccee 1144,,668877 11,,334411 99..11%%

RRiicchhmmoonndd 550066 3333 66..55%%

SScciittuuaattee 446677 3311 NNAA

SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 776600 4488 66..33%%

SSoouutthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 11,,226677 7733 55..88%%

TTiivveerrttoonn 770044 4444 66..33%%

WWaarrrreenn 556699 5544 99..55%%

WWaarrwwiicckk 44,,441100 336666 88..33%%

WWeesstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 228888 1122 NNAA

WWeesstt WWaarrwwiicckk 22,,004433 115544 77..55%%

WWeesstteerrllyy 11,,333333 8899 66..77%%

WWoooonnssoocckkeett 33,,114444 227711 88..66%%

UUnnkknnoowwnn 1188 55 NNAA

CCoorree CCiittiieess 2288,,885500 22,,448855 88..66%%

RReemmaaiinnddeerr ooff SSttaattee 3355,,221122 22,,553344 77..22%%

RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd 6644,,008800 55,,002244 77..88%%

Table 16.
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Source of Data for Table/Methodology

Rhode Island Department of Health, Division of Family
Health, Maternal and Child Health Database, 2000-
2004. Data for 2003-2004 are provisional.

Core cities are Central Falls, Newport, Pawtucket, 
Providence, West Warwick and Woonsocket.

NA: Percentages were not calculated for cities and towns
with less than 500 births, as percentages for small
denominators are statistically unreliable.

The denominator is the total number of live births to
Rhode Island residents from 2000-2004.


