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Homeownership can strengthen
neighborhoods as well as
families. Homeowners are less
likely to move than renters;
owners stay in a community up
to four times longer than
renters. When neighbors stay in
one place longer, they have
more time to get to know one
another, to establish social
networks, and to be involved in
the schools, churches and other
institutions in their neighbor-
hoods. The housing stock is
likely to be of better quality and
less likely to contain the
environmental hazards that face many
children living in substandard
housing. Children who live in
substandard housing are more at risk
for injuries, lead poisoning, asthma
and malnutrition. Children who
move frequently are more likely to be
absent from school, to fall behind in
their school work and to drop out of
high school.

The homeownership rate is the
percentage of housing units that are
occupied by their owners. According
to Census 2000, of the more than
408,000 housing units in Rhode
Island, 60% were owner occupied
and 40% were occupied by renters.
This is not significantly different than
the last census done in 1990, but

below the national homeownership
rate of 66%. Homeownership rates
vary from community to community,
from a high of 91% in Richmond to
a low of 22% in Central Falls. The
five core cities, those cities with child
poverty rates above 15%, have the
lowest rates of homeownership and
the highest rates of renter-occupied
units. Only 37% of housing units in
the core cities are owner occupied
compared to 71% in the remainder of
the state.

There is also significant variation
in the homeownership rates by race
and ethnicity. White, non-Hispanic
Rhode Islanders are much more likely
to own their own homes than are any
other racial or ethnic group. Of the

White, non-Hispanic Rhode
Islanders counted by the 2000
census, 71% lived in owner-
occupied housing. This compares
to homeownership rates of only
24% of Latinos, 33% of African
Americans, 34% of Native
Americans, and 48% of Asians in
Rhode Island. Programs specifi-
cally directed at increasing
homeownership among racial
and ethnic minority groups have
proven to help alleviate this
inequity.

Homeownership is only one
piece of a successful strategy to

meet the housing needs of Rhode
Island’s families. Median family
income has not kept pace with the
cost of housing in Rhode Island,
putting safe, affordable housing out
of reach for many families. Popula-
tion increases over the decade of the
1990s have caused a strain on the
housing market. Between 1990 and
2000 the number of houses and
apartments increased by 6% while the
number of households increased by
8%. This has resulted in increased
housing demand and increased housing
costs. Increased housing costs make it
more likely that families will go without
other basic necessities to avoid the risk
of eviction, doubling up with family
members or going homeless.
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The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the population every ten years. The most recent was completed in April 2000. This
series of reports highlights information most relevant for community leaders, policy makers, advocates, and others concerned with the
status of children and families in Rhode Island. Additional information on child well-being and Census 2000 can be found on the
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Web site at www.rikidscount.org. For more information on homeownership nationally, see the NeighborWorks®

Campaign for Homeownership at www.nw.org. For Rhode Island information contact Ray Neirinckx, RI Housing Resources Commission, at
401-450-1356. Special thanks to Maura O'Brien at the RI Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation for her assistance with this census brief.
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