
The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the population every ten years. The most recent was completed in April 2000. This
series of reports highlights information most relevant for community leaders, policy makers, advocates, and others concerned with the
status of children and families in Rhode Island. Additional information on child well-being and Census 2000 can be found on the
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Web site at www.rikidscount.org and the Annie E. Casey Foundation KIDS COUNT Census Data
Online Web site at www.aecf.org/kidscount/census.
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According to household demographic
information from Census 2000, more
Rhode Island children live in single-
parent families and fewer in married-
couple households than ever before.
Following the national trend, more
Rhode Island children are growing up
in single-parent households than at
any time since the census began
collecting information on household
living arrangements.

As of April 1, 2000, there were
408,424 households in the state.
124,867 (30.6%) of these households
were family households with children
under age eighteen. Most of the
247,822 children in Rhode Island live
in family households (92.2%). The
remainder of the state’s children live
with other relatives (5.9%), with
other unrelated individuals (1.5%),
or in group quarters including
juvenile detention facilities, hospitals
and group homes (less than 1%).

Of all Rhode Island children
living with at least one biological or
adoptive parent, 70% lived in mar-
ried-couple families in 2000, down

from 88% in 1970.
Of the 67,978 chil-
dren who lived in
single-parent families
in 2000, 83% lived
in a household
headed by a single
mother, and 17%
lived in a household
headed by a single
father.

Rhode Island has
one of the highest
rates of single-parent
families in the coun-
try and the highest rate among New
England states. Children living in
single-parent families are at increased
risk of living in poverty compared to
children living in two-parent families.
In 1998, 44% of Rhode Island’s
single-parent families with children
were living below the poverty level, as
compared to 3% of two-parent fami-
lies with children.

White children and Asian
children are far more likely to live in
married-couple families than are
Black, Hispanic, and Native Ameri-
can children. Nearly one in four
White children (23.6%) and Asian
children (25.6%) in Rhode Island live
in single-parent families compared to
60.6% of Black children, 61.9% of
American Indian children, and
52.9% of Hispanic children.

The percentage of children living
in single-parent families went up in
nearly every community in the state

between 1990 and 2000. Only
Jamestown and West Greenwich had
slight declines in the rate of children
living in single-parent families. There
were large increases in the number of
children living in single-parent
families in many suburban communi-
ties – Barrington, Cumberland and
Richmond more than doubled the
number of children living in such
households.

The five core cities, those with
child poverty rates higher than 15%,
continue to have the highest rates of
children living in single-parent
families. Providence has the highest
of these rates at 51.0% of all children
living in single-parent families,
followed by Central Falls (47.6%)
and Newport (43.7%). Overall,
47.8% of all children living in the
core cities live in single-parent
families compared to 20.6% of
children in the remainder of the state.
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