
The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the population every ten years. The most recent was completed in April 2000. This
series of reports highlights information most relevant for community leaders, policy makers, advocates, and others concerned with the
status of children and families in Rhode Island. Additional information on child well-being and Census 2000 can be found on the
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Web site at www.rikidscount.org.
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The children counted in the 2000
census were significantly more diverse
than those children in the state in
1990. In 1990, of the 225,690 Rhode
Island children under age 18, 16%
were children of color (defined as all
racial and ethnic groups except White,
non-Hispanic). In the 2000 census,
this number increased to 27% of the
children in the state.

Nationally, children of color
accounted for 98% of the growth in
the child population during the
1990s. In Rhode Island, the number
of children of color nearly doubled
from about 37,000 in 1990 to nearly
68,000 in 2000 while the number of
White children dropped by nearly
9,000. Sixty-one percent of the
85,313 children living in the core
cities are children of color.

For the first time, the 2000
census gave individuals the option of
selecting more that one racial cat-
egory. Three percent (3%) of the non-
Hispanic children in Rhode Island fall
in two or more racial categories.
Changing the way we collect data on
race in the census is not new. Almost
every census for the past 200 years has
collected racial data differently than
the one before it. Because of these
changes, there is no way to make the
racial categories exactly comparable to
those used in 1990. In addition, the
way the census measures Hispanic
origin has changed over time. There-
fore, interpreting racial and ethnic

trends should be done cautiously.
Although the addition of the “two or
more races” category makes compari-
son difficult, we can analyze changes
in the racial and ethnic makeup of
Rhode Island’s child population if we
keep in mind that biracial children
who would have had to choose only
one racial category in 1990 are
included in the “two or more races”
category in 2000. This type of
analysis will likely underestimate
small populations where children are
most likely to be biracial.

Surpassing census projections,
the largest demographic increase
since 1990 in the state’s child
population was in the number of
Hispanic or Latino children. In
1990, 7% (16,107) children were of
Hispanic or Latino origin. The 2000
census reported that 14% (35,002)
of Rhode Island’s children are in this
ethnic category.

The largest demographic increase

since 1990 in the non-Hispanic
population was in number of
children classified under “some other
race,” increasing 32% from 2,173 to
2,874. Holding at 5% of the overall
child population, non-Hispanic,
Black or African American children
increased 19%, from 11,387 to
13,585. American Indian and Alaska
Native, non-Hispanic children
increased 25%, from 1,169 in 1990
to 1,458 in 2000. Asian children
went from 6,031 to 6,609, increas-
ing by 10%. This is likely to slightly
underestimate the increase in the
Asian child population as the 1990
figure included Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander children. Conversely,
the only racial or ethnic category to
see a decline was the White, non-
Hispanic population, decreasing 5%
from 188,823 (84% of the total
child population) in 1990 to
180,075 (73% of the total child
population) in 2000.
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*Providence, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Newport, and Central Falls
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