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The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the population every ten years. The most recent was completed in April 2000.  This
series of reports highlights information most relevant for community leaders, policy makers, advocates, and others concerned with the
status of children and families in Rhode Island. Additional information on child well-being and Census 2000 can be found on the
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Web site at www.rikidscount.org.

In Rhode Island, and the nation as a
whole, the overall population under
age 18 increased in the last decade.
Although the total number of chil-
dren and youth increased, the rate of
increase varied significantly across
lines of race, ethnicity, residency and
age. Information on the numbers of
children in each age group is an
important tool for policy makers,
community leaders, and service
providers when making decisions on
where specific programs should be
located and to whom they should be
targeted.

In general, children in Rhode
Island at the start of the 21st century
are older and more ethnically diverse
than those children living in the
state in the previous decade.

The largest increase in any age
category was in the number of
children in early adolescence
(ages 10 to 14). The number of
Rhode Island children between the
ages of 10 and 14 increased by 20%
in the decade, increasing from
59,406 to 71,370. In contrast, the
number of children under age 5
living in Rhode Island dropped
nearly 5%, decreasing from 66,969
in 1990 to 63,896 in 2000.

Although most of Rhode
Island’s cities and towns have similar
age patterns for children as the state
as a whole, there are a few that differ
significantly in the make up of their
child population. The percentage of
children under age 5 varies from
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slightly under 18% of all children in
Jamestown to a high of 34% in New
Shoreham and approximately 30% in
Central Falls.

Jamestown has the highest percent-
age of children in the 10 to 14 years age
bracket with 35% of all children under
18 in this category. This compares to
New Shoreham with only 22% of its

children in the 10 to 14 years age
group.

Children tend to be slightly
younger in the core cities than in the
rest of the state. Fifty-eight percent
(58%) of the children living in the core
cities are under age 10. This compares
to 53% of the children in the remain-
der of the state under age 10.
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*Providence, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Newport, and Central Falls
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