
The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the population every ten years. The most recent was completed in April 2000.  This
 series of reports highlights information most relevant for community leaders, policy makers, advocates, and others concerned with the
status of children and families in Rhode Island. Additional information on child well-being and Census 2000 can be found on the
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Web site at www.rikidscount.org.
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A major finding of Census 2000 is
the overall increase in the number
of children under age 18 in Rhode
Island and nationally. The increase
in children nationally, measured in
both number and percentage, is
one of the largest in history,
second only to the baby boom
decade. This significant increase
puts greater demand on all
agencies that deal with children,
from school systems to child
protective services. Information on
the changes in child population is
essential to policymakers and
service providers as they plan new
ways to meet the needs of
children, families, and
communities effectively.

Overall, Rhode Island is
younger now than it was in 1990.
Led by a major increase in the
state's Latino children, Rhode
Island’s child population increased
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10% during the last decade. As of
April 2000, there were 247,822
children under the age of 18 in Rhode
Island, up from 225,690 in 1990.
The increase of 22,132 children is one
of the largest in Rhode Island’s
history.

The change in the population
under 18 varied widely among towns
in Rhode Island. Some towns had
significant increases in the percent of

their population under 18. The
largest increase was in West
Greenwich where the child
population increased by 58% to
1,444. Lincoln and South
Kingstown also had significant
increases of 33% and 32%
respectively.

Although the child population
increased in most Rhode Island
towns, some locations had
decreases. Both Burrillville and
Newport had reductions of 10% in
the number of residents under 18.
Middletown had a decrease as well,
with a decline of 7%.

The population tends to be
younger in the core cities than in
the rest of the state. In the core
cities, 26% of the population is
under 18. In comparison, 23% of
the population is under 18 in the
rest of the state. The increase in the
percentage of the population under
18 between 1990 and 2000 was
also greater in the core cities (12%)
than the rest of the state (9%).
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Rhode Island Population Under Age 18
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*Providence, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Newport, and Central Falls
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