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Cathy Lewis from Casey Family Services does a welcome and introduces me.



Special Thanks

Special thanks to

Connecting for Children & Families

for hosting today’s presentation
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Thanks to Cathy Lewis  and all of the wonderful staff at Casey Family Services for being such gracious hosts.

Introduce myself and other staff:
	Leidy Alves, Administrative Assistant and coordinator of DIYBs
	Raymonde Charles, Communications Coordinator
	Interns, Courtney Hall and Sarah Nguyen (“wen”)

(If we are not late, give everyone else an opportunity to introduce themselves.)

Overview of the agenda.
	
Walk through packet and mention other materials at back of room.

Feel free to break in with questions or comments. 

Will post Power Point presentation on our website, www.rikidscount.org.




The 2010 Factbook is the 16th annual publication.
The 2010 Factbook contains 67 indicators of child well‐being, 

including 5 new indicators on youth and education.
Most indicators include city and town level information.

2010 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook
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Presentation Notes
16th annual publication.

67indicators of child well-being.

5 New indicators– Youth Violence, Disconnected Youth, Public School Enrollment and Demographics, Chronic Early Absence, and College Preparation and Access

Factbook is split into five sections
	Family and Community
	Economic Well-Being
	Health
	Safety
	Education

Information on key indicators in each of these 5 areas
How Rhode Island kids are doing in general
Many indicators also include information about how  children are faring in each of Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns, in the  core cities (those cities with the highest poverty rates), and in  the remainder of the state (non-core cities).
Specific information about the well-being of Woonsocket children.



Family and Community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First section, Family and Community

Much of this data comes from the decennial Census, last conducted in 2000, and where available from the American Community Survey, conducted annually by the Census Bureau.  



Woonsocket’s Child Population, 
By Race & Ethnicity, 2000

White
65%

Hispanic or 
Latino
18%

Black
5%

Asian
5%

Other
6%

Woonsocket Child Population by 
Race

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.

Population Under 18 Years of Age

Hispanic or Latino 2,024

White, non‐Hispanic 7,272

Black 606

Asian 591

Two or More Races 582

Other 80

Total 11,155

According to the American Community Survey, Woonsocket’s total child 
population between 2006 and 2008 was 10,309.
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In 2000, when the last decennial Census was conducted, there were  45,277 children in Woonsocket The decennial Census attempts to count all people and is being conducted again in this year.

Today, according  to the  ACS, there are 41,478 children in Woonsocket between 2006 and 2008  It appears that the child population of Woonsocket is shrinking.  However, we should be cautious about using this number because the ACS does not count all people.  Instead, it calculates an estimate based on a sample of people contacted.  When the 2010 Census data are available, we will have a more reliable picture of the changes in the population.

Racial/ethnic breakdown in the child population:
	45% Hispanic
	24% White, non-Hispanic
	17% Black
	7% Asian
	8%Some other race or identifies as two or more races




Mother’s Education Level, 2004-2008

Research shows strong links between parental education levels and a child’s school 
readiness, health, and the level of education that the child is likely to achieve.

In Woonsocket, 25% of new mothers had less than a high school diploma, 
significantly higher than the state rate of 16%. The proportion of new mothers with a 
bachelor’s degree or above is smaller in Woonsocket (14%) than in the state as a 
whole (36%).

Source: Rhode Island Department of Health, Division of Family Health, Maternal and Child Health Database, 2004‐2008.
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There are strong links between parental education levels and many aspects of child well-being.
	health and health behaviors
	access to material resources
	school readiness
	level of education the child will ultimately achieve

In Rhode Island, 16% of children were born to mothers without a high school diploma.  Woonsocket’s rate is much higher with 30% of children born to mothers without high school diplomas.

Note differences across the education spectrum.

We have data on fathers’ education levels, but these data are much less reliable because the fathers’ education levels are not consistently reported.  



Infants Born at Highest Risk

Mother:

Under Age 20

Unmarried

Without High School 
Degree

Child:
More likely to grow up in poverty

More likely to suffer from abuse or 
neglect

Less likely to be ready for school at 
kindergarten entry

Less likely to perform well in school

Less likely to complete high school

In 2009, 578 (5%) Rhode Island babies were born with all three risk factors, 63 of 
whom were born to mothers living in Woonsocket.

10% of all babies born in 2009 to mothers living in Woonsocket were born at highest 
risk (with all three risk factors). The percentage of infants born at risk in Woonsocket 
increased between 2008 and 2009, and only Central Falls has as high a percentage.

High‐quality, evidence‐based programs (e.g., the Nurse‐Family Partnership and Early 
Head Start) can help mitigate the risks faced by these children.
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The Rhode Island Department of Health’s Newborn Risk Assessment Program looks at a number of factors that put infants at risk including:
	Low birthweight
	Inadequate prenatal care
	Young and advanced maternal age
	Low income
About 5 years ago, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT developed an indicator that includes the three risk factors that best predict childhood poverty and educational outcomes
	Having a mother under age 20
	Who is unmarried
	And without a HS diploma
In 2009, 578 Rhode Island babies were born with all three risk factors, 244 of whom were born to mothers living in Woonsocket.
9% of all babies born in 2009 to mothers living in Woonsocket were born at highest risk (with all three risk factors).
Programs, like the Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP), can help mitigate the risks faced by these children.  NFP is an evidence-based home visiting model providing home visits during pregnancy and throughout the first two years – intensive, proven program w/well-trained staff. Will be enrolling pregnant women in Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Central Falls,  and Cranston beginning  next month.






Economic Well-Being
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Second section
	Economic Well-Being

A core part of our work
	Poverty is connected to so many other indicators.



Child Poverty
The poverty level in 2009 was $17,285 for a family of three with two children 
and $21,756 for a family of four with two children. 

The extreme poverty level in 2009 was $8,643 for a family of three with two 
children and $10,878 for a family of four with two children. 

The Poverty Institute’s 2008 Rhode Island Standard of Need states that a 
single parent with two children who has an income of $30,800 a year (175% of 
the federal poverty level) and subsidized child care and health care (RIte Care) 
would still be $48 short of paying for basic needs each month.
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The poverty level in 2009 was $17,285 for a family of three with two children and $21,756 for a family of four with two children. 
Between 2006 and 2008, 36.3% (14,861) of children in Woonsocket were living in poverty. 
Between 2006 and 2008, 16.1% (36,970) of children in Rhode Island were living in poverty.

The extreme poverty level in 2009 was family income below $8,643 for a family of three with two children and $10,878 for a family of four with two children. 
Between 2006 and 2008, 6,659 Woonsocket children (16% of all children and 45% of poor children) were living in extreme poverty.
Between 2006 and 2008, 16,552 Rhode Island children (7.2% of all children and 45% of poor children) were living in extreme poverty.

The Poverty Institute’s 2009 Rhode Island Standard of Need states that a single parent with two children who has an income of $30,800 a year (175% of the federal poverty level) and subsidized child care and health care (RIte Care) would still be $48 short of paying for basic needs each month.




Children in Poverty, 2000
<50% FPL <100% FPL <200% FPL

Central Falls 1,146 (21.2%) 2,210 (40.9%) 3,875 (71.7%)

Newport 773 (14.9%) 1,267 (24.4%) 2,223 (42.8%)

Pawtucket 2,195 (12.2%) 4,542 (25.3%) 9,047 (50.4%)

Providence 8,846 (19.9%) 18,045 (40.5%) 29,796 (66.9%)

West Warwick 462 (7%) 1,186 (18.1%) 2,655 (40.5%)

Woonsocket 2,061 (18.8%) 3,494 (31.8%) 5,961 (54.3%)

Rhode Island 19,773 (8.1%) 41,162 (16.9%) 83,420 (34.2%)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000.

According to the American Community Survey, between 2006 and 2008, 28.8% of the 2,948 
children in Woonsocket lived in families with incomes below the federal poverty level. 
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In 2000, in Woonsocket
	31.8% (3,494) of all children lived in poverty
	
	18.8% (2,061) lived in extreme poverty

	Over half (54.3% or 5,961) were classified as low-income because they 	had incomes less than 2xs the poverty level ($34,692 for a family of 	three), closer to the amount that the Poverty Institute’s 2008 Rhode 	Island Standard of Need determines families need to pay for their 	most basic needs.




Cost of Housing

To afford the average rent in Rhode Island of $1,170 without a cost burden, a worker 
would need to earn $22.50 per hour for 40 hours a week. This is more than 3 times the 
state’s minimum wage of $7.40 per hour.

In 2009, the average cost of a 2‐BR apartment in Woonsocket was $948. A family of three 
living at the poverty level in Woonsocket would have to devote 62% of their household 
income to rent. Housing is considered to be affordable if it consumes 30% or less of a 
family’s household income.

Source: Rhode Island Housing Rent Survey, 2000‐2009.
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Housing is considered unaffordable or “a cost burden” to families if it consumes more than 30% of the family’s income.

In Rhode Island, a worker would have to earn $23.50/hour and work 40 hours a week 52 weeks a year to earn enough to afford the average rent, $1,170/month.

This is more than 3 times the state’s current minimum wage of $7.40/hour.

In Woonsocket, the average rent for a 2-BR apartment is slightly lower, $1,111/month.

A family of three living at the poverty level in Woonsocket would have to spend 73% of its income on rent to pay this much.



Homeless Children & Youth

In 2009, 1,676 children under age 18 
received emergency housing in a homeless 
shelter or a domestic violence shelter in RI.
• Woonsocket was the last permanent residence 
for 9% (151) of these children.  

During the 2008‐2009 school year, Rhode 
Island public school personnel identified 
1,099 children as homeless.
• Woonsocket Public School personnel identified 
110 children as homeless.
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Lack of affordable housing, unemployment, low-paying jobs, extreme poverty, decreasing governmental supports, DV, mental illness and substance abuse all contribute to the problem of family homelessness.

In 2009, 1,676 children under age 18 received emergency housing in a homeless shelter or a domestic violence shelter in RI.

Woonsocket was the last permanent residence for 1 in 3 (556) of these children.  


During the 2008-2009 school year, Rhode Island public school personnel identified 1,099 children as homeless.

Woonsocket Public School personnel identified 238 children as homeless.

Homeless children go hungry at twice the rate of other children, and compared to their peers, homeless children  are more likely to become ill, develop mental health issues, experience significant educational disruption, and exhibit delinquent or aggressive behaviors.




Families Receiving Cash Assistance

From 1996 to 2009, there was a 61% decline in Rhode Island’s cash assistance caseload.  

In December 2009, 10% (1,162) of children in Woonsocket were receiving cash assistance, 
down from 17% (1,904) in 2005.

More than two‐thirds (67%) of RI Works beneficiaries are children under age 18. More than 
half (54%) of children enrolled in RI Works are under age 6.

In SFY 2010, the state budget included no general revenue spending for cash assistance.

Presenter
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RI’s cash assistance program is Rhode Island Works Program, formerly FIP (Family Independence Program)
Safety net for kids and work supports for parents
61% decline in cash assistance caseload since 1996
Recent declines due to changes in policies
New policies eliminating children’s entitlement to cash assistance
Stricter time limits
Many children and families losing assistance during very difficult economic times
In Woonsocket 4,725 children (10%) received cash assistance in 2009.
Major decrease from 2005 when more than 10,000 (23%) of Woonsocket children received cash assistance.

Potential for great hardship when unemployment is high and the cash assistance safety net is no longer there for many families and children.
More then two-thirds of beneficiaries are children and almost half of these children are under age 6.




Children Receiving SNAP Benefits 

In October 2009, 4,696 Woonsocket children were receiving SNAP benefits, a 
66% increase in participation from 2005.  

Research shows that hunger and lack of regular access to sufficient food are 
linked to serious health, psychological, emotional and academic problems in 
children and can impede their healthy growth and development. 

Source: Rhode Island Department of Human Services, 2005‐2009.

# Participating 
2005

# Participating 
2009

% Change 2005‐
2009

Central Falls 2,038 2,917 43%

Newport 884 1,202 36%

Pawtucket 3,795 5,790 53%

Providence 16,767 20,771 24%

West Warwick 851 1,472 73%

Woonsocket 2,833 4,696 66%

Core Cities 27,168 36,848 36%

Rhode Island 35,168 53,632 53%
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Research shows that hunger and lack of regular access to sufficient food are linked to:
	health, psychological, emotional and academic problems 
	and can impede their healthy growth and development.

Children who receive SNAP benefits are 26% less likely to go hungry than children who are not enrolled.

Rhode Island’s SNAP participation rate has been increasing in recent years due to the efforts of the Food Stamp Outreach Program and policies that the state has recently implemented to improve access:
	Less frequent recertification
	Allowing telephone interviews
	Giving out information at DLT
	Web-based application
	Partnerships with the CAP agencies

In October 2009, 16,767 Woonsocket children were receiving SNAP benefits, a 24% increase in participation from 2005.  




School Breakfast Program
% of Low‐Income Children Participating in School Breakfast, October 2009

Woonsocket has a Universal School Breakfast Program which offers free breakfast to all children 
regardless of income.

In October 2009, an average of 1,700 (39%) low‐income children in Woonsocket participated in the 
Universal School Breakfast Program each day out of 4,401 who were eligible for free or reduced‐price 
meals. 

Offering breakfast in the classroom at the start of the school day can increase participation.

Students who eat breakfast have significantly higher math and reading scores, fewer absences, 
improved attentiveness and lower incidences of social and behavioral problems.

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2009.
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Pawtucket is one of 5 school districts that offers Universal School Breakfast in all of its schools.  (Others are Central Falls, Cranston, Providence, and Woonsocket.)

The Universal Breakfast Program provides free breakfasts to all children regardless of income and is beneficial because it increases participation and decreases administrative costs.

Despite having a Universal Breakfast Program, still, only 25% of low-income children participate in the breakfast program.

Might be able to increase participation by offering breakfast in the classroom at the start of the school day as they do in Central Falls.

Students who eat breakfast have higher test scores, fewer absences, improved attentiveness, and fewer behavioral problems than those who go without.



Health

Presenter
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The third section is Health
	Much of these data come from the Health Department.




Uninsured Children in Rhode Island

In Rhode Island between 2006 and 2008, 7.0% of children under age 18 were uninsured, lower than 
the national rate of 10.8%. Rhode Island ranks 14th best in the country for lowest percentage of children 
uninsured.

In Rhode Island, the percentage of uninsured children has increased in recent years, largely due to the 
decline in employer sponsored health insurance coverage.

New data on the percentage of children in Rhode Island without health insurance will be released 
today, so stay tuned.
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93% of children in Rhode Island are insured.  We have the 14th best rate in the country.

Still, as this chart shows, the percentage of children who are uninsured has been increasing in recent years, largely due to a decline in employer sponsored health insurance.

As of December 2009, 30,694 children living in Woonsocket received Medical Assistance.  Of these, 27,193 were enrolled in RIte Care. An additional 3,501 children received medical assistance through SSI, the adoption subsidy, foster care or the Katie Beckett provision. 

Rhode Island’s Medicaid managed care health insurance program is a national model.




Infant Health Outcomes, 2004-2008

Early prenatal care is important to identify and treat health problems and influence 
health behaviors that can compromise fetal development, infant health and maternal health.

The percentage of infants born low birthweight in Woonsocket is the highest in the state 
at 10%, and Woonsocket’s rate of preterm births is tied with Providence for highest in the 
state at 13.8%.

Woonsocket’s infant mortality rate (5.1 per 1,000 births) is lower than Rhode Island as a 
whole (6.2 per 1,000 births). 

Delayed Prenatal 
Care

Preterm Births Low Birthweight 
Infants

Infant Mortality

Rate/1000 Births

Central Falls 19.0% 12.0% 6.9% 8.4

Newport 11.5% 11.9% 8.0% 4.0

Pawtucket 16.4% 12.1% 8.5% 6.7

Providence 20.5% 13.8% 9.4% 9.3

West Warwick 14.5% 10.9% 7.0% 4.0

Woonsocket 15.9% 13.8% 10.0% 5.1

Remainder of State 10.2% 10.9% 7.2% 4.9

Core Cities 18.2% 13.1% 8.9% 7.6

Rhode Island 14.0% 11.9% 8.0% 6.2
Source: Rhode Island Department of Health, Center for Health Data and Analysis.
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 Early prenatal care is important to identify and treat health problems and influence health behaviors that can compromise fetal development, infant health and maternal health.�
 The Woonsocket delayed prenatal care rate is the highest in the state, at 20.5%.�
 The Woonsocket infant mortality rate (9.3 per 1,000 births) is the highest in Rhode Island. 




Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels

Despite declines in lead poisoning rates, kindergarten children living in Rhode Island’s core cities are 
more likely to have a history of elevated blood lead levels (5.1%) than children in the remainder of 
the state (2.2%). 

Of the 640 Woonsocket children who will enter kindergarten in the fall of 2011 who were screened 
for elevated blood lead levels:

30 (4.7%) screened positive (finger prick test)

20 (3.1%) were confirmed positive for elevated blood lead levels ≥10mcg/dL with a secondary 
blood test.
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Another great success for the state as a whole is the decrease in childhood lead poisoning rate.  

Despite overall declines in lead poisoning rates, kindergarten children living in Rhode Island’s core cities are more likely to have a history of elevated blood lead levels (5.1%) than children in the remainder of the state (2.2%). 

Of the 2,937 Woonsocket children who will enter kindergarten in the fall of 2011 who were screened for elevated blood lead levels:
175 (6.0%) screened positive (finger prick test)
151 (5.1%) were confirmed positive for elevated blood lead levels 10mcg/dL  with a secondary blood test (the highest rate in RI)

Lead exposure through injection of lead paint (on houses built prior to 1978) is can cause irreversible damage including loss of intelligence, impaired cognitive, motor, and physical abilities, and behavioral problems.




Children with Asthma

Between 2004‐2008, children in the 
core cities were hospitalized for 
asthma at more than twice the rate 
of children living in the remainder of 
the state.

Between 2004‐2008 in Woonsocket, 
105 children were hospitalized with 
a primary diagnosis of asthma,  a 
rate of 1.9 per 1,000 children.

In Rhode Island, the average length 
of hospitalization for a child with 
asthma is two days, with an average 
charge of $7,840. 

Asthma is the most common 
chronic condition, the third‐ranked 
cause of hospitalization for children 
under age 15 and a leading cause of 
school absences among children in 
the U.S.
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Asthma is the most common chronic condition, the third-ranked cause of hospitalization for children under age 15 and a leading cause of school absences among children in the U.S.

Between 2004-2008, children in the core cities were hospitalized for asthma at more than twice the rate of children living in the remainder of the state.

Between 2004-2008, Woonsocket children had the highest hospitalization rate for asthma in the state at 3.0 children hospitalized per 1,000 children.

The average length of a hospitalization stay for a child with asthma in Rhode Island is two days, with an average charge of $7,840. 

Like lead poisoning, asthma is linked to housing quality.  The presence of dust mites, cockroaches, mold, pet dander, and rodents can all trigger or exacerbate asthma.

Note:  The Centers for Disease Control is now asking states to report asthma hospitalization data only where asthma is the primary diagnosis, so we have made this change as well.  Earlier FBs reported all hospitalizations with an asthma diagnosis, so these data are not comparable with previous years.





Births to Teens
Births per 1,000 teen girls, 2004‐2008

The teen birth rate per 1,000 teen girls ages 15 to 17 is higher in Woonsocket (31.6) than 
the state as a whole (18.9), but lower than the core city rate. 

The teen birth rate for teens ages 18‐19 in Woonsocket is the second highest in the state 
at 115.6, more than twice as high as the state rate of 44.0.

Once a teenager has a baby, she is at increased risk of having another as a teen. In 2006, 
Rhode Island ranked 8th nationally for the highest percentage of repeat teen births.

Source: Rhode Island Department of Health,  2004‐2008.
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Babies born to teen mothers are at increased risk for low birthweight, prematurity, and death in infancy. 

Children of teen parents are more likely to have learning problems, live in poverty, enter the foster care system, drop out of high school, spend time in prison, and become teen parents themselves.

The teen birth rate per 1,000 teen girls ages 15 to 17 is substantially higher in Woonsocket (46.7) than the state as a whole (18.9). 

The teen birth rate for teens ages 18-19 is slightly higher in Woonsocket (48.7) compared to the state (44.0).

In Woonsocket between 2004 and 2008, 492 births were repeat births, making up 22% of the 2,231 total teen births in Woonsocket during that period .




Safety

Presenter
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The fourth section of the Factbook focuses on Safety including issues such as:
	
	youth violence
	youth referred to Family Court and at the Training School
	child abuse and neglect




Youth Violence

During the 2007‐2008 school year, 12% of Rhode Island public high school students and 11% of 
Woonsocket public high school students reported ever experiencing violence at school.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth, youth with disabilities and youth with low grades (Ds 
and Fs) in Rhode Island are more likely than their peers to report being threatened or injured at 
school and to miss school because they felt unsafe.

Presenter
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One of our new indicators

Looks at both arrests of youth for assault and weapons offenses and the percentage of high school students who report violence at school.

During the 2007-2008 school year, 12% of Rhode Island public high school students and 11% of Woonsocket public high school students reported ever experiencing violence at school.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth, youth with disabilities and youth with low grades (Ds and Fs) in Rhode Island are more likely than their peers to report being threatened or injured at school and to miss school because they felt unsafe.






Disconnected Youth
Youth who have weak connections to families and who lack 
positive social networks and communities that can provide 
emotional and material support and guidance are at great 
risk as they transition to adulthood.

Four key populations at risk:
1. Youth in foster care

2. Youth at the Rhode Island Training School

3. Teen parents

4. Youth who drop out of school

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Disconnected youth is another of our new indicators for this year.

In developing this indicator, we looked at different groups of youth who have weak connections to families, positive social networks, and the kinds of communities that can provide emotional and material support and guidance.

These youth are at risk as they transition to adulthood.

We identified four distinct populations of disconnected youth – youth in foster care, youth at the Training School, teen parents, and H.S. dropouts.

Youth in all four groups require support as they transition to adulthood.  These interventions should be tailored to the youth’s individual strengths and life circumstances and can include case management, independent living transition supports, mentoring,  parenting supports, and high quality alternative educational opportunities.



Children of Incarcerated Parents, 2009

In 2009, 1,154 adults incarcerated in Rhode Island reported having 2,518 children, a 
rate of 10.2 per 1,000 children.

In 2009, 84 adults incarcerated in Rhode Island whose last known residence was 
Woonsocket reported having 200 children, a rate of 17.9 per 1,000 children. 
Woonsocket’s rate is among the highest in the state.

# of Parents # of Children 
Reported

Rate per 1,000 
Children

Central Falls 48 99 17.9

Newport 26 55 10.6

Pawtucket 100 205 11.3

Providence 463 1,081 23.9

West Warwick 48 88 13.3

Woonsocket 84 200 17.9

Rhode Island 1,154 2,518 10.2

Source: Rhode Island Department of Corrections, September 30, 2009.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On September 30, 2009, 1,154 incarcerated parents in Rhode Island reported having 2,518 children. 

In Rhode Island, the rate of children reported by a parent serving a sentence at the Rhode Island Department of Corrections as of September 30, 2009 was 10.2 per 1,000 children under age 18.

In 2009, 463 adults incarcerated in Rhode Island whose last known residence was Woonsocket reported having 1,081 children, a rate of 23.9 per 1,000 children, which is the highest in the state.

Crimes and arrests = disruptions in the home and possibly temporary living placements (often informal, not through DCYF)

Kids at risk of:
Poor academic achievement
Substance abuse
Depression
Criminal/delinquent behaviors




Child Abuse & Neglect
Victims of Child Abuse and Neglect per 1,000 children, 

Woonsocket, Core Cities, Remainder of State and Rhode Island, 2009

In 2009 in Woonsocket, there were 297 victims of child abuse and neglect, a rate of 26.6 
per 1,000 children, the highest rate in the state and more than double the state rate of 11.7 
per 1,000 children. 

Child abuse and neglect victim rates in the core cities ranged from a low of 14.1 victims per 
1,000 children in Providence to a high of 26.6 in Woonsocket.  

In 2009, the vast majority (78%) of child abuse and neglect victims were victims of neglect.
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Source: Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families, RICHIST.
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Presentation Notes
 In 2009 in Woonsocket, there were 640 victims of child abuse and neglect, a rate of 14.1 per 1,000 children. This is lower than the core city rate of 17 .4 victims per 1,000 children but significantly higher than the state rate of 11.7 per 1,000 children. 

Child abuse and neglect victim rates in the core cities ranged from a low of 14.1 victims per 1,000 children in Woonsocket to a high of 26.6 in Woonsocket.  

In 2009, the vast majority (78%) of child abuse and neglect investigations were for neglect.
The large majority of neglect cases are due to lack of 	supervision, but may also be due to inadequate clothing, food, 	shelter, or medical care, often connected to poverty.

Youth may be at greater risk for:
Lower academic achievement
Juvenile delinquency
Teen pregnancy
Prevention:
Parenting assistance
Economic assistance
Mental health and substance abuse treatment



Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fifth and final section of the Factbook focuses on education.




Children Enrolled in Head Start, 2009
According to Census 2000, an estimated 537 Woonsocket children ages 
three to four were eligible for enrollment in the Head Start preschool 
program. In 2009, 206 (38%) of these children were enrolled in Head Start.

In 2009, Head Start served 40% of the estimated 6,200 eligible children 
ages three to four in Rhode Island.

Woonsocket Head Start is one of Rhode Island’s seven Pre‐K 
demonstration sites and has the capacity to serve 18 children.

Children Enrolled in Early Head Start, 2009

According to Census 2000, an estimated 889 Woonsocket children 
under age three were income‐eligible for enrollment in the Early Head 
Start program. In 2009, no Early Head Start services were available to 
children in Woonsocket.

In 2009, Early Head Start served 4% of the estimated 9,365 eligible 
children under age three in Rhode Island.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Head Start is a comprehensive early childhood program designed to help low-income children catch up with their more economically advantaged peers before they enter school.

Researchers have found both short- and long-term benefits for children who participate in Head Start.

According to Census 2000, an estimated 3,819 children in Woonsocket under age three were income-eligible for enrollment in the Early Head Start program. In 2009, of these children, 55 (1%) were enrolled in Early Head Start.

In 2009, Early Head Start served 4% of the estimated 9,365 eligible children under age three in Rhode Island.  

According to Census 2000, an estimated 2,370 children in Woonsocket ages three to four were eligible for enrollment in the Head Start preschool program. In 2009, 797 (34%) Woonsocket children were enrolled in Head Start. 

In 2009, Head Start served 40% of the estimated 6,200 eligible children ages three to four in Rhode Island.

Rhode Island also has a new resource for preschool-aged children.  Last fall, Rhode Island launched a Pre-E demonstration program serving 126 children in 7 classrooms, 3 of which are in Woonsocket.






Public School Enrollment and 
Demographics

On October 1, 2009, there were 6,086 students enrolled in Woonsocket public schools 
in grades pre‐K through 12.

– 52 were enrolled in preschool classrooms

– 2,789 students were in grades K‐5 

– 1,451 were in grades 6‐8 

– 1,794 were in grades 9‐12

58% of Woonsocket public school students were non‐Hispanic White, 25% were 
Hispanic, 10% were Black, 7% were Asian and 1% were Native American. 

68% of Woonsocket public school students were low‐income (students who qualified 
for the free or reduced‐price lunch program). 

An additional 21,007 students in Rhode Island attended private and parochial schools 
and 1,135 students were home schooled in 2009‐2010.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On October 1, 2009, there were 23,847 students enrolled in Woonsocket public schools in grades pre-K through 12.

10,871 students were in grades K-5 
5,064 were in grades 6-8 
7,601 were in grades 9-12
311 were enrolled in preschool special education classrooms

12% of Woonsocket public school students were non-Hispanic White, 60% were Hispanic, 22% were Black, 6% were Asian and 1% were Native American. 

85% of Woonsocket public school students were low-income (students who qualified for the free or reduced-price lunch program). 

An additional 21,007 students in Rhode Island attended private and parochial schools and 1,135 students were home schooled in 2008-2009.




Children in Full-Day Kindergarten

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 1999‐2000 & 2009‐2010.

In Rhode Island in 2009‐2010, 60% of children who attended kindergarten were in full‐day programs. 
Nationally in 2008, 72% of public‐school kindergarten students were enrolled in full‐day programs.

As of the 2009‐2010 school year, 16 school districts, including Woonsocket, offered universal access 
to full‐day kindergarten classrooms.  Another six school districts operated at least one full‐day 
kindergarten classroom. 

As of the 2010‐2011 school year, Woonsocket eliminated its full‐day kindergarten program and is 
now the only core city not offering full‐day kindergarten.
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Presentation Notes
In Rhode Island in 2009-2010, 60% of children who attended kindergarten were in full-day programs. Nationally in 2008, 72% of public-school kindergarten students were enrolled in full-day programs.
As of the 2009-2010 school year, 16 school districts offered universal access to full-day kindergarten classrooms, including Woonsocket.  Another six school districts operated at least one full-day kindergarten classroom. 
The percentage of children participating in full-day kindergarten in the core cities has doubled, from 40% in 1999-2000 to 100% in 2009-2010.
Full-day kindergarten can be especially beneficial to poor and minority children and can help close academic achievement gaps.




Student Mobility
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Core Cities and Rhode Island, 2008‐2009    

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2008‐2009. 

Children who move perform worse on standardized tests than children who have not 
experienced mobility. The more frequent the number of moves, the worse the performance.

In Rhode Island, students who change schools mid‐year are absent more often, 
suspended more often and perform worse in reading and math than their peers who do not 
change schools.

Nearly 1 in 4 students in Woonsocket (23%) changed schools mid‐year, a much higher 
percentage than in the state as a whole.

*The  mobility rate is the total children enrolled and exited during a year divided by the total year’s enrollment.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The school mobility rate is the % of children enrolled who moved schools during the year (either moved in or moved out).

Children who move perform worse on standardized tests than children who have not experienced mobility. The more frequent the number of moves, the worse the performance.

In Rhode Island, students who change schools mid-year are absent more often, suspended more often and perform worse in reading and math than their peers who do not change schools.�
The mobility rate in Woonsocket (28%) is the highest of any district in the state. 

Poverty closely linked to family mobility
Impact on children when they switch schools in the middle of the year:
Attendance issues
Disrupts classes and holes in curriculum
Social upheaval affects ability to learn




Chronic Early Absence

Chronic early absence is the percentage of children in kindergarten through third grade 
(K‐3) who have missed at least 10% of the school year (i.e., 18 days or more), including 
excused and unexcused absences.

Data on chronic early absences in Woonsocket were not reported because there were 
problems with the attendance data provided by the district to RIDE.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chronic early absence is the percentage of children in kindergarten through third grade (K-3) who have missed at least 10% of the school year (i.e., 18 days or more), including excused and unexcused absences.

Children who are chronically absent in kindergarten show lower levels of achievement in math, reading and general knowledge in first grade.

Among poor children, chronic absence in kindergarten can predict low educational achievement at the end of fifth grade.

During the 2008-2009 school year, 21% of Woonsocket children (1,865 children)  in grades K-3 were chronically absent (i.e. absent 18 days or more), more than twice the state rate of 10%.

Chronic absenteeism is most often a combination of school, family and community factors – poverty, teenage parenting, poor maternal health, can all affect school attendance as can poor quality education, bullying and disruptive classrooms.

Chronic absenteeism can be reduced through school-family-community partnerships that use an ongoing and intentional approach for monitoring attendance and contacting parents as soon as troubling patterns of attendance appear.




Fourth-Grade Reading Skills
% at or Above the Proficiency Level on the NECAP

Core Cities and Rhode Island, 2005 & 2009
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Between 2005 and 2009, the percentage of fourth grade students in Woonsocket public schools 
who were proficient in reading rose from 46% to 54%. 

This percentage is higher than the core cities rate, but lower than the state as a whole, which has a 
fourth‐grade proficiency rate of 67%.

Between 2005 and 2009, eighth‐grade reading proficiency rates in Woonsocket increased from 
28% to 51%.

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2005 & 2009.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early reading difficulties impact academic achievement and employment success
Starting the 4th grade, reading gets tougher – much harder to catch up
Critical to intervene BEFORE 3rd grade with early reading problems (back to the prevention idea)

Between 2008 and 2009, the percentage of fourth grade students in Woonsocket public schools who were proficient in reading fell from 47% to 44%. 

Woonsocket still has the lowest 4th grade reading proficiency level in the state.

Note new AECF report on this issue and Urban Education Task Force’s efforts to address this problem.




Math Skills
• Rhode Island was one of only four states in which the performance of both 4th

and 8th graders improved between 2007 and 2009 on the national math 
proficiency tests (NAEP).

4th and 8th Grade Math Proficiency Rates, 2005 & 2009

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, New England Common 
Assessment Program (NECAP), October 2005 & October 2009.

4th Grade 
2005 

4th Grade 2009 8th Grade 2005  8th Grade 
2009

Woonsocket 41% 53% 29% 30%

Core Cities 32% 43% 27% 34%

Remainder of State 63% 72% 57% 64%

Rhode Island 52% 62% 47% 54%
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Presentation Notes
Rhode Island was one of only four states in which the performance of both 4th and 8th graders improved between 2007 and 2009 on the national math proficiency tests (NAEP).

Woonsocket’s proficiency rates have shown major improvements as well; however, despite these improvements, Woonsocket’s proficiency rates are the lowest in the state.

The ability  to understand math is critical for performing many important daily activities of adulthood, such as managing a bank account and is also critical to opening doors to higher education and employment.

Achieving math proficiency for all students requires improvements in curriculum, teaching materials, professional development, and classroom practice.



Suspensions
• During the 2008‐2009 school year, Woonsocket had the highest 

suspension rate in the state with 81 disciplinary actions per 100 students 
compared to 30 for the state and 46 for the core cities.

• Disciplinary actions include out‐of‐school suspensions, in‐school 
suspensions, and alternative program placements.

• In Rhode Island, low‐income students, minority students, and students 
with disabilities are all more likely to be suspended than other students.

• Suspension usually does not deter students from various infractions of 
school rules and may actually reinforce negative behavior.  Suspended 
students are more likely than their peers to experience academic failure 
and juvenile justice system involvement and to drop out of school.



High School Graduation and Dropout Rates*
Class of 2009

This chart shows the percentage of students who matriculated as freshmen in 2005‐
2006 who graduated in 4 years, dropped out, completed their GED and were retained 
in school. These percentages are based on actual student counts using the unique 
student identifier system.

In Woonsocket in 2009, 62% of students graduated from high school within 4 years, 
compared to 54% in 2007. 

*Percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Class of 2009.

Graduation Rate Dropout Rate % Received GED % Still in School

Central Falls 47% 33% 7% 13%

Newport 75% 11% 4% 10%

Pawtucket 55% 21% 15% 9%

Providence 66% 22% 3% 8%

West Warwick 69% 20% 3% 8%

Woonsocket 62% 24% 5% 10%

Rhode Island 75% 14% 5% 6%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart shows the percentage of students who matriculated as freshmen in 2004-2005 who:
	graduated in 4 years (66% in Woonsocket)
	dropped out (22%)
	completed their GED (3%)
	were retained in school (8%)

These percentages are based on actual student counts using the unique student identifier system.

In Woonsocket in 2009, 66% of students graduated from high school on-time, a substantial improvement from 58% in 2007, but still below the state rate of 75%.  




College Preparation and Access
Just over one‐half (55%) of Rhode Island seniors who graduated from high school in 2006 went 
directly on to a two or four‐year college the next fall, compared with 62% nationally.  Rhode 
Island ranks 43rd in the U.S. on this measure.

While some colleges do not require the SATs for admission, students limit their choice of colleges 
when they do not take the SAT exams. In 2008:

– In Rhode Island: 74% of high school seniors reported planning to attend 
college, yet only 51% had taken the SATs

– In Woonsocket: 70% of high school seniors reported planning to attend 
college, yet only 35% had taken the SATs

Students who participate in upper‐level honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses are more 
likely to attend selective colleges and are better prepared to succeed in college than students 
who do not. 

– During the 2007‐2008 school year, 15% of public school seniors in Rhode Island took at least 
one AP exam, compared with the national rate of 25%.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guidance and information about the college application and enrollment process is critical throughout students’ high school experiences. 

Low-income and first-generation college students are significantly more likely to attend college when they attend high schools with strong college-going cultures, in which teachers encourage students to go to college, work to make sure that students are prepared and are involved in helping students with the college application process.

Just over one-half (55%) of Rhode Island seniors who graduated from high school in 2006 went directly on to a two or four-year college the next fall, compared with 63% nationally.  Rhode Island ranks 43rd in the U.S. on this measure.

While some colleges do not require the SATs for admission, students limit their choice of colleges when they do not take the SAT exams. In 2008:
In Rhode Island: 74% of high school seniors reported planning to attend college, yet only 51% had taken the SATs
In Woonsocket: 77% of high school seniors reported planning to attend college, yet only 58% had taken the SATs

Students who participate in upper-level honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses are more likely to attend selective colleges and are better prepared to succeed in college than students who do not. 
During the 2007-2008 school year, 15% of public school seniors in Rhode Island took at least one AP exam, compared with the national rate of 25%.




Stephanie Geller
Policy Analyst

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
One Union Station

Providence, RI 02903
sgeller@rikidscount.org
(401) 351‐9400 x11 voice

(401) 351‐1758 fax
www.rikidscount.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask for questions and comments.

Offer to answer questions later.

Thanks hosts again.

Remind everyone about resources in back of room.

Thank everyone for coming.
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