School Readiness: Closing Racial and Ethnic Gaps

Presenters

Jeanne Brooks-Gunn

Jeanne Brooks Gunn, Ph.D. is the Virginia and Leonard Marx Professor of Child Development
and Education at Teachers College and the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia
University. She co-directs the National Center for Children and Families at Teachers College
and the Institute for Child and Family Policy at Columbia University.

Dr. Brooks-Gunn’s specialty is policy-oriented research focusing on family and community
influences upon the development of children and youth. She also designs and evaluates
interventions aimed at enhancing the well-being of children living in poverty and associated
conditions. Her books on these topics include Consequences of growing up poor (1997);
Escape from poverty: What makes a difference for children? (1995); Adolescent mothers in later
life (1987); and Neighborhood poverty (1997): Context and consequences for children.

She also conducts research on transitional periods focusing on school, family and biological
transitions in childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. She is interested in the factors that
contribute to positive and negative outcomes, and changes in well-being over these years. Her
books on these topics include, He and she: How children develop their sex role identity (1979);
Social cognition and the acquisition of self (1979); Girls at puberty: Biological and psychosocial
perspectives (1983); and Conflict and cohesion in families: Causes and consequences (1999).
In addition, she is the author of over 450 published articles.

Elizabeth Burke Bryant

Elizabeth Burke Bryant, JD, is Executive Director of Rhode Island KIDS COUNT, a children’s
policy and research organization that provides information on child well-being, stimulates
dialogue on children’s issues, and promotes accountability and action. Rhode Island KIDS
COUNT provides policy makers, community leaders, and the news media with the best
available data and information on children’s health, education, safety, and economic security.
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New York at Brockport, and a B.A. in history and philosophy from Boston College. He served in
the Peace Corps in the Philippines.



I zosa A. Smith

Rosa A. Smith, Ph.D. is the President of The Schott Foundation for Public Education. Prior to
joining Schott, Smith served as a school superintendent in Columbus, Ohio and Beloit,
Wisconsin. She also served as assistant superintendent, high school principal and teacher in
Minneapolis and Saint Paul, Minnesota and South Bend, Indiana.

Dr. Smith received degrees from Indiana State University, her Ph.D. from the University of
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the Rhode Island Foundation, and Regional Manager for Family and Community Health
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