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DEFINITION

Homeless youth is the number of
Rhode Island youth ages 13 to 17 who
received emergency housing services 
at emergency homeless shelters and
domestic violence shelters between 
July 1, 2002 and June 30, 2003.

SIGNIFICANCE

Homelessness among youth has a
number of causes, including family
problems (such as strained relationships
and physical abuse), family
homelessness, and residential instability
resulting from foster care and
institutional placements.1 Some
runaway youth are considered to be
throw-aways who were told or forced to
leave a household, or were abandoned
or deserted by their parents or
guardians.2 Homeless youth are at risk
of being physically and/or sexually
victimized, abusing drugs and alcohol,
attempting suicide, becoming victims
or perpetrators of crime, receiving
money for sex to meet their basic
survival needs, and contracting
HIV/AIDS.3

Although estimates vary, it is
projected that there are between 
1 million and 1.3 million U.S. youth
who run away from home each year.4

Rhode Island does not have an
overnight shelter for runaway youth. 
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Homeless Youth Ages 13 - 17,
in Rhode Island’s Emergency Shelter System, 1997-2003

◆ Between July 1, 2002 and June 30, 2003, 211 youth ages 13 to 17 entered the Rhode
Island Emergency Shelter system accompanied by a parent or another adult. This is an
increase of 148% since 1997. This is an underestimate of homeless youth in the state
because the Emergency Shelter system in Rhode Island does not accept unaccompanied
children over the age of 12.5

◆ During 2003, 728 calls from Rhode Island youth were made to the Traveler’s Aid
SAFELINE for runaway youth.6 In 2003 the National Runaway Switchboard received 266
calls from Rhode Island youth, and the Covenant House hotline documented 394 crisis calls
from Rhode Island, with approximately 60% coming from youth, youth advocates, or
parents of youth.7,8

◆ As of December 31, 2003, there were 120 individuals under age 19 in DCYF care who
were classified as unauthorized absence/runaways.9

Source: Rhode Island Emergency Shelter Information Project Annual Reports FY 1997 – FY 2003. Providence, RI: 
Emergency Food and Shelter Board.
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