
DEFINITION

Child deaths are the number of deaths
from all causes to children ages 1 to 14,
per 100,000 children. The data are
reported by place of residence, not place
of death.

SIGNIFICANCE

The child death rate is a reflection of
the physical, mental and emotional health
of children, the dangers to which children
are exposed in the community, access to
and use of safety devices and practices
(such as bicycle helmets and smoke
alarms), and the level of adult supervision
children receive.1 Children living in
poverty are at the greatest risk for injury
and death.  Research indicates that poor
children are more likely to die at every
age and are five times more likely to die
from infectious diseases and parasites.2

In Rhode Island, between 1998 and
2002 there were 151 child deaths of
children ages 1 to 14. Of these deaths,
98 (65%) were due to disease, 42 (28%)
were due to unintentional injuries and
7% were due to intentional injuries 
(9 homicides and 2 suicides).3 Between
1998 and 2002, Rhode Island had a
child death rate of 15.5 per 100,000
children ages 1 to 14.4

Unintentional injuries are the leading
cause of death for children ages 1 to 14
in Rhode Island, exceeding deaths from

any single disease.5 These injuries and
deaths disproportionately affect poor
children, young children, males,
children in families with low levels of
education and employment, children
with developmental disabilities and
minority children.6 In the United States,
the child death rate has steadily
declined due to constant medical
advances and a drop in motor vehicle
accidents, the leading cause of injury
among children. The death rates for
Black and Native American children are
higher than the rates for other children.7

Many of the injuries that do not
result in death are extremely costly both
financially and in terms of loss of
quality of life.  Injuries may leave
children temporarily or permanently
disabled, result in time lost from school,
decrease the child’s ability to participate
in everyday activities, and affect future
ability to work and be self-sufficient.8
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◆ In Rhode Island, as well as nationally, motor vehicle accidents are the most common
unintentional cause of injury deaths to children ages 1 to 14. Between 1998 and 2002 motor
vehicle accidents caused 26% of the unintentional injuries that resulted in child deaths in
Rhode Island.9

◆ Effective safety products or changing the child’s environment can greatly reduce child
deaths. Child restraints in cars, functional smoke alarms, reducing speed in residential areas,
wearing safety helmets, locking windows and doors, using child proof tops on bottles and
containers and blocking stairs with gates are a few examples of preventive measures.10,11
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Child Death Rate
(per 100,000 Children Ages 1-14)

1990 2000
RI 24 17
US 31 22
National Rank* 7th
New England Rank** 5th

*1st is best; 50th is worst 
**1st is best; 6th is worst
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