
School Readiness: Closing Racial and Ethnic Gaps 
Policymakers and Practitioners Conference 

March 8, 2006—Providence, RI 
 

Participants’ Contact Information 
 
Marvin Abney 
Executive Assistant to Commissioner for 
Equity/Access 
RI Department of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-222-8469 
Fax: 222-6178 
Email: marvin.abney@ride.ri.gov 
 
Cecelia Alvarado 
Early Childhood Education Consultant 
National Council of La Raza 
P.O. Box 236 
Garrisonville, VA  22463-0236 
Phone: 540-752-7551 
Fax: 540-752-7842 
Email: ceceliaalvarado@adelphia.net 
 
Lenette Azzi-Lessing 
Executive Director 
Children's Friend and Service 
153 Summer Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-276-4300 
Fax: 401-331-3285 
Email: lalessing@cfsri.org 
 
Judith M. Bandieri 
Administrative Assistant 
Center for the Study of Human Development, 
Brown University 
Box G-EPD 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401-793-8700 
Fax: 401-793-8799 
Email: judith_Bandieri@brown.edu 
 
Lynson M. Beaulieu 
Senior Program Director 
National Black Child Development Institute 
1101 15th Street, N.W., #900 
Washington, DC  20005 
Phone: 202-833-2220 
Fax: 202-8338222 
Email: lbeaulieu@nbcdi.org 

 
Dana Benton 
Clinician 
Family Service of Rhode Island, Inc. 
445 Farnum Pike 
Smithfield, RI  02917 
Phone: 401-232-3682 
Fax: 401-232-0768 
Email: danab_edm@yahoo.com 
 
Jeanne Brooks-Gunn 
Professor of Child Development and Education, 
Center for Children and Families, Columbia 
University 
525 West 120th Street, Box 226 
New York, NY  10027 
Phone: 212-678-8255 
Fax: 212-678-3676 
Email: brooks-gunn@columbia.edu 
 
Charles Bruner 
Executive Director 
Child and Family Policy Center 
218 Sixth Avenue, Suite 1021 
Des Moines, IA  50309-4006 
Phone: 515-280-9027 
Fax: 515-244-8997 
Email: cbruner@cfpciowa.org 
 
Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
Executive Director 
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-351-9400 ext. 12 
Fax: 401-351-1758 
Email: ebb@rikidscount.org 
 
Emily Bustos 
Deputy Site Coordinator 
Making Connections-Denver 
370 17th Street, Suite 5300 
Denver, CO  80202 
Phone: 303-825-6246 ext. 348 
Fax: 303-628-3839 
Email: ebustos@piton.org 
 



School Readiness: Closing Racial and Ethnic Gaps 
Policymakers and Practitioners Conference 

March 8, 2006—Providence, RI 
 

Participants’ Contact Information 
 
Joyce Butler 
Project Director 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
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Email: jbutler@provplan.org 
 
Kristine Campagna 
Manager, Family Support Programs 
VNA of Care New England 
51 Health Lane 
Warwick, RI  02886 
Phone: 401-737-6050 
Fax: 401-739-8878 
Email: campagnak@kentri.org 
 
Denise Canning 
Philanthropic Officer 
The Community Foundation for  
Greater New Haven 
70 Audubon Street 
New Haven, CT  06510 
Phone: 203-777-2386 ext. 232 
Fax: 203-787-6584 
Email: dcanning@cfgnh.org 
 
Mary Canole 
Progressive Support & Intervention 
RI Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-222-8400 
Fax: 401-222-2734 
Email: mary.canole@ride.ri.gov 
 
Anna Cano Morales 
Program Officer 
The Rhode Island Foundation 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-274-4564 
Fax: 401-331-8085 
Email: annacm@rifoundation.org 

 
Elizabeth Carceras 
Project Manager 
RI Parent Information Network 
175 Main Street 
Pawtucket, RI  02860 
Phone: 401-727-4144 ext. 137 
Fax: 401-727-4040 
Email: carceras@ripin.org 
 
Ely Catanzarite, MSW, LISCW 
Assistant Professor of Human Services 
Community College of Rhode Island 
Knight Campus 
400 East Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02886 
Phone: 401-825-1000 
 
Christine Chiacu-Forsythe 
Director of Early Reading First 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: ccforsythe@provplan.org 
 
Wendy Chun-Hoon 
Providence Site Coordinator 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
701 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
Phone: 410-547-3669 
Fax: 410-986-3869 
Email: wchun-hoon@aecf.org 
 
The Honorable David N. Cicilline 
Mayor 
City of Providence 
25 Dorrance Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-421-2489 
Fax: 401-274-8240 
Email: mayor@providenceri.com 
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Sandra Cobden 
Executive Director 
Rosie's For All Kids Foundation 
P.O. Box 1001 
New York, N.Y.  10108 
Phone: 212-703-7388 
Fax: 212-703-7381 
Email: scobden@forallkids.org 
 
Jose Colon-Rivas 
Executive Director, Mayor's Office for  
Young Children 
Hartford Mayor's Office 
550 Main Street 
Hartford, CT  06103 
Phone: 860-543-8615 
Fax: 860-722-6036 
Email: jcolon-rivas@hartford.gov 
 
James A. Crispino, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President, Community Impact 
United Way of Eastern Fairfield County 
75 Washington Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT  06604 
Phone: 203-334-5106 ext. 319 
Fax: 203-334-3297 
Email: jcrispino@thewaytocare.org 
 
Terese Curtin 
Executive Director 
Connecting for Children & Families 
28 First Avenue 
Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Phone: 401-766-3384 
Fax: 401-762-2324 
Email: tcurtin@ccfcenter.org 
 
Virginia da Mota 
Director, Office of School Support and  
Family Engagement 
RI Dept. of Elementary & Secondary Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-222-8956 
Fax: 401-222-3080 
Email: virginia.damota@ride.ri.gov 

 
Jeffrey Daniels 
Board Member, HopeWorks 
Mayor's Office for Young Children 
c/o Jeffrey Daniels Consulting, 24 Beverly Road 
West Hartford, CT  06119 
Phone: 860-233-5552 
Fax: 860-233-5552 
Email: jeffreydaniels@sbcglobal.net 
 
Susan Dickstein 
Director, Early Childhood  
Clinical Research Center 
Bradley Hospital 
1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
East Providence, RI  02915 
Phone: 401-793-8731 
Fax: 401-793-8799 
Email: susan_dickstein@brown.edu 
 
Greta Doctoroff, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Brown University 
Box G-EPD 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401-793-8235 
Fax: 401-793-8799 
Email: greta_doctoroff@brown.edu 
 
Marianela Dougal 
Deputy Director 
Progreso Latino 
626 Broad Street 
Central Falls, RI  02863 
Phone: 401-728-5920 ext. 346 
Fax: 401-724-5550 
Email: mdougal@progresolatino.org 
 
Kelly Douville 
Psychology Intern 
Bradley Hospital 
1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
East Providence, RI  02915 
Phone: 401-793-8634 
Fax: 401-794-8762 
Email: kelly_douville@brown.edu 
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Donnie W. Evans, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
Providence School Department 
797 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-456-9211 
Fax: 401-456-9254 
Email: donnie.evans@ppsd.org 
 
Patricia Flanagan, MD 
Director, Teens with Tots Program 
Hasbro Children's Hospital 
593 Eddy Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-444-4712 
Fax: 401-444-6210 
Email: pflanagan@lifespan.org 
 
Robyn Frye 
Site Coordinator 
Making Connections Providence 
1268 Eddy Street 
Providence, RI  02905 
Phone: 401-780-2255 
Fax: 401-780-2290 
Email: rfrye@mcprovidence.org 
 
Sally Fuller 
Project Director, Cherish Every Child 
Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation 
One Monarch Place, Suite 1450 
Springfield, MA  01144 
Phone: 413-734-8336 
Fax: 413-734-7845 
Email: sfuller@davisfdn.org 
 
Ana-Maria Garcia 
Site Team Liaison 
Hartford Making Connections 
221 Main Street 
Hartford, CT  06106 
Phone: 860-293-0097 
Fax: 860-525-0436 
Email: a.garcia@net.net 
 
 

 
Jorge Garcia 
Deputy Director, Director's Office 
RI Department of Children, Youth and Families 
101 Friendship Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-528-3677 
Fax: 401-528-3590 
Email: jorge.garcia@dcyf.ri.gov 
 
Cynthia Garcia Coll, Ph.D. 
Robinson and Barstow Professor of Education, 
Psychology and Pediatrics 
Brown University 
Box 1938 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401-863-3147 
Fax: 401-863-1276 
Email: cynthia_garcia_coll@brown.edu 
 
Matthew Garcia, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of American Civilization 
Brown University 
Norwood House, Box 1892 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401-863-1697 
Fax: 401-863-3080 
Email: matt_garcia@brown.edu 
 
Marilyn Grubb 
Case Manager Director 
Federal Hill House/Bundles of Joy 
9 Courtland Street 
Providence, RI  02909 
Phone: 401-421-4722 
Fax: 401-421-4725 
Email: marilyngrubb@hotmail.com 
 
Cynthia Guy 
Senior Research Associate 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
701 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore, RI  21202 
Phone: 410-547-6600 
Fax: 410-547-6624 
Email: cguy@aecf.org 
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Nazly Guzman-Singletary 
Assistant Director of Americorps 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: ngsingletary@provplan.org 
 
Nancy Herrington 
Community Service Coordinator 
RI Department of Children, Youth and Families 
101 Friendship Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-528-3770 
Fax: 401-528-3870 
Email: nancy.herrington@dcyf.ri.gov 
 
Casey Hoffman, Ph.D. 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Brown University 
Box G-EPD 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401-793-8720 
Fax: 401-793-8999 
Email: casey_hoffman@brown.edu 
 
Jim Horan 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Association for Human Services 
110 Bartholomew Avenue, Suite 4030 
Hartford CT  06106 
Phone: 860-951-2212 ext. 235 
Fax: 860-951-6511 
Email: jhoran@cahs.org 
 
Carnell "Jackie" Jackson, MSW 
Coordinator of Family Engagement 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 ext. 207 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: jjackson@provplan.org 
 
 

 
Deeana Jang 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Center for Law and Social Policy 
1015 15th Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20005 
Phone: 202-906-8016 
Fax: 202-842-2885 
Email: djang@clasp.org 
 
Stacey Jordan 
Education Policy Specialist 
City of Providence 
25 Dorrance Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-421-7740 ext. 745 
Email: sjordan@providenceri.com 
 
Maryclaire Knight 
Making Connections Providence 
142 Miller Road 
Providence, RI  02905 
Phone: 401-265-3642 
Email: maryclaire1014@verizon.net 
 
Daphne Koinis-Mitchell, Ph.D. 
Research Specialist 
Brown Medical School/Bradley Hasbro Children's 
Research Center 
1 Hoppin Street, Coro West 2nd Floor 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-793-8632 
Fax: 401-444-8742 
Email: dkonismitchell@lifespan.org 
 
Linda Kosko, M.S. 
Collaborative Director 
Danbury Children First Initiative 
83 West Street 
Danbury, CT  06810 
Phone: 203-797-8088 
Fax: 203-792-7626 
Email: lindak@danburychildrenfirst.org 
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Media Relations 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401222-8471 
Fax: 401-222-6178 
Email: elliotkrieger@ride.ri.gov 
 
Stan Kuziel 
Director of Program Operations 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: skuziel@provplan.org 
 
Tammy Ledoux 
Successful Start Project Coordinator 
RI Department of Health 
3 Capitol Hill, Room 302 
Providence, RI  02908 
Phone: 401-222-4354 
Fax: 401-222-1442 
Email: tammyledoux@health.ri.gov 
 
Lewis P. Lipsitt, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
Brown University 
89 Waterman Street, Box 1853 
Providence, RI  02912 
Phone: 401863-2332 
Fax: 863-1300 
Email: lewis_lipsitt@brown.edu 
 
Carmen Lopez 
AmeriCorps Member 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: clopez@provplan.org 
 
 

 
Lisa Markman 
Associate Director 
Princeton University, Education Research Section 
Firestone Library 
Pinceton, NJ  08544 
Phone: 609-258-7835 
Fax: 609-253-2907 
Email: lmarkman@princeton.edu 
 
Patricia Martinez 
Director 
RI Department of Children, Youth and Families 
101 Friendship Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-528-3540 
Fax: 401-528-3540 
Email: patricia.martinez@dcyf.ri.gov 
 
Ruth Mayden 
Director, Program for Families with Young 
Children 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
701 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
Phone: 410-547-3689 
Fax: 410-986-3869 
Email: rmayden@aecf.org 
 
Stephanie McGencey, Ph.D., MPH 
Executive Director 
Grantmakers for Children, Youth, and Families 
8757 Georgia Avenue, Suite 540 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
Phone: 301-589-4293 
Fax: 301-589-4289 
Email: smcgencey@gcyf.org 
 
Pat McLaine, RN, MPH 
5328 Eliots Oak Road 
Columbia, MD  21044 
Phone: 410-964-0960 
Email: pamcl@aol.com 
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Commissioner Peter McWalters 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-222-8706 
Fax: 401-222-6178 
Email: peter.mcwalters@ride.ri.gov 
 
Judith C. Meyers, Ph.D. 
President and CEO 
Children's Fund of Connecticut, Inc. 
270 Farmington Avenue, Suite 367 
Farmington, CT  06032 
Phone: 860-679-1520 
Fax: 860-679-1521 
Email: meyers@adp.uchc.edu 
 
Alison Miller 
Assistant Professor, Research 
Bradley Research Center 
1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
East Providence, RI  02915 
Phone: 401-793-8721 
Fax: 401-793-8799 
Email: alison_L_miller@brown.edu 
 
Gail Mixer 
TriMix Foundation 
50 Park Row West, Suite 113 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-383-5370 
Fax: 401-383-5380 
Email: gailmixer@hotmail.com 
 
Ron Morales 
Making Connections San Antonio 
2415 W. Commerce 
San Antonio, TX  78207 
Phone: 210-224-5026 
Fax: 210-224-5022 
Email: rmoralesmcsa@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nina Neurell 
AmeriCorps Member 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: nneurell@provplan.org 
 
Julie Nora 
Director 
International Charter School 
334 Pleasant Street 
Pawtucket, RI  02860 
Phone: 401-721-0824 
Fax: 401-721-0976 
Email: jnora@mail.ri.net 
 
Peg Oliveira 
Policy Fellow 
Connecticut Voices for Children 
33 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, CT  06510 
Phone: 203-498-4240 ext. 112 
Fax: 203-498-4242 
Email: peg@ctkidslink.org 
 
Mendrid Peralta 
Making Connections Providence 
1268 Eddy Street 
Providence, RI  02905 
Phone: 401-780-2255 
Fax: 401-780-2290 
Email: mendridperalta@mcprovidence.org 
 
Jeannette Perez 
AmeriCorps Member 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: jperez@provplan.org 
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Director, Florence Gray Center 
Newport Housing Authority 
One York Street 
Newport, RI  02840 
Phone: 401-848-3218 
Fax: 401-841-0732 
Email: pauline@npthousing.org 
 
Tania Quezada 
Coordinator of Community Learning 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: tquezada@provplan.org 
 
James Reed 
Executive Director 
Newport Housing Authority 
1 York Street 
Newport, RI  02840 
Phone: 401-847-0185 
Fax: 401-847-2176 
Email: sreed@npthousing.org 
 
Kathy Reilly 
Director of Education and Youth 
Urban League of Greater Hartford 
140 Woodland Street 
Hartford, CT  06105 
Phone: 860-728-4289 
Fax: 860-293-2621 
Email: kreilly@ulgh.org 
 
Kristine Rogers 
Program Asistant and Chapss Coordinator  
Making Connections Louisville 
2211 Thurman Drive 
Louisville, KY  40216 
Phone: 502-448-5630 
Fax: 502-582-9568 
Email: k2rogers@insightbb.com 
 
 

 
Lisa R. Roy 
Program Officer 
The Piton Foundation 
370 17th Street, Suite 5300 
Denver, CO  80202 
Phone: 303-825-6246 ext. 332 
Fax: 303-628-3839 
Email: lroy@piton.org 
 
M. Christine Ruggieri 
Principal Policy and Systems Specialist 
RI Department of Human Services 
600 New London Avenue, Building 57 
Cranston, RI  02920 
Phone: 401-462-6879 
Fax: 401-462-6878 
Email: cruggier@dhs.ri.gov 
 
Valerie Salley 
CHAPPS Specialist  
Making Connections Louisville 
2211 Thurman Drive 
Louisville, KY  40216 
Phone: 502-448-5630 
Fax: 502-582-9568 
Email:  
 
Carlota Schechter 
Saint Joseph College 
1678 Asylum Avenue 
West Hartford CT  06107 
Phone: 860-231-5339 
Fax: 860-231-1691 
Email: cschechter@sjc.edu 
 
Marsha Schlesinger 
First Book Coordinator 
RI Parent Information Network 
175 Main Street 
Pawtucket, RI  02860 
Phone: 401-727-4144 ext. 156 
Fax: 401-727-4040 
Email: schlesinger@ripin.org 
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Ronald Seifer, Ph.D. 
Research Director 
Bradley Hospital 
1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
East Providence, RI  02915 
Phone: 401-793-8730 
Fax: 401-432-1500 
Email: ronald.seifer@brown.edu 
 
Stephanie Shepard 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Bradley Early Childhood Clinical Research Center 
1011 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
East Providence, RI  02915 
Phone: 401-793-8723 
Fax: 401-793-8799 
Email: stephanie-shepard@brown.edu 
 
Rosa Smith 
President 
The Schott Foundation for Public Education 
678 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 301 
Cambridge, MA  02139 
Phone: 617-876-7700 
Fax: 617-876-7702 
Email: rs@schottfoundation.org 
 
Denise Stevens 
President 
MATRIX Public Health Consultants, Inc. 
85 Willow Street, Suite 3 
New Haven, CT  06511 
Phone: 203-787-4700 ext. 1 
Fax: 203-787-4577 
Email: stevens@matrixphc.com 
 
Reeva Sullivan Murphy 
Child Care Administrator 
RI Department of Human Services 
600 New London Avenue, LP Building # 57 
Cranston, RI  02920 
Phone: 401-462-6875 
Fax: 401-462-6878 
Email: rmurphy@dhs.ri.gov 
 
 

 
Kenneth Swanson 
Assistant Superintendent, Special Services 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-222-8350 
Fax: 401-222-6030 
Email: kenneth.swanson@ride.ri.gov 
 
Monica Teixeira DeSousa 
Staff Attorney 
RI Legal Services 
56 Pine Street, Fourth Floor 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-274-2652 ext. 138 
Fax: 401-453-0310 
Email: mteixeiradesousa@yahoo.com 
 
Gladys Tiede 
Program Director, Parent Information and 
Resource Center 
RI Parent Information Network 
175 Main Street 
Pawtucket, RI  02860 
Phone: 401-727-4144 ext. 154 
Fax: 401-727-4040 
Email: tiede@ripin.org 
 
Dr. Maria Velasquez 
Director of Educational Programming 
Rhode Island PBS 
50 Park Lane 
Providence, RI  02907 
Phone: 401-222-3636 ext. 211 
Fax: 401-222-3407 
Email: m.velasquez@ripbs.org 
 
Karen Voci 
Senior Vice President for Program 
The Rhode Island Foundation 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-274-4564 
Fax: 401-331-8085 
Email: kvoci@rifoundation.org 
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Catherine Walsh 
Deputy Director 
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI  20903 
Phone: 401-351-9400 ext. 14 
Fax: 401-351-1758 
Email: cbwalsh@rikidscount.org 
 
Keith White 
RI Children's Crusade for Higher Education 
134 Thurbers Avenue, Suite 111 
Providence, RI  02905 
Phone: 401-854-5506 ext.113 
Fax: 401-854-5511 
Email: kwhite@childrenscrusade.org 
 
Susan Wilson 
Director, DataCONNections 
Child Health and Development Institute of 
Connecticut 
270 Farmington Avenue, Suite 367 
Farmington, CT  06032 
Phone: 860-679-1524 
Fax: 860-679-1521 
Email: swilson@uchc.edu 
 
Kelly Wishart 
Director, Solutions for Children, Youth and 
Families Impact Group 
United Way of Rhode Island 
229 Waterman Street 
Providence, RI  02906 
Phone: 401-444-0614 
Fax: 401-444-0635 
Email: kelly.wishart@uwri.org 
 
Jennifer Wood 
Chief Legal Counsel 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  20903 
Phone: 401-222-8486 
Fax: 401-222-6178 
Email: jennifer.wood@ride.ri.gov 
 

 
Susan Zoll 
Early Literacy Coach 
Ready to Learn Providence 
945 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
Phone: 401-490-9960 
Fax: 401-490-9959 
Email: szoll@provplan.org 
 


