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New Public Awareness Campaign Launched to Prevent 

Early Childhood Tooth Decay
---

Delta Dental partners with Rhode Island Kids Count, Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island and Rhode Island Department of Health to combat this devastating disease.

---

Delta Dental donates $50,000 to fund new service at St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center.

Providence, RI - Three-year-old Arianna and her mom, Lisa, sat nervously in the St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center awaiting their appointment with Dr. Kane. Lisa had noticed dark spots on Arianna’s upper front teeth and obvious holes in her molars. She tried repeatedly to find a dentist to treat Arianna and stop the cavities from getting any worse, but most were unable to treat Arianna due to her young age and the severity of her condition. In desperation, Lisa called St. Joseph Hospital and pleaded with the staff to give her an appointment soon. Now Dr. Kane will begin the slow process of restoring Arianna’s mouth to health and building her confidence as a trusting patient.
Arianna is just one of approximately 2,500 children in Rhode Island that are currently suffering from Early Childhood Tooth Decay (ECTD) – a devastating disease that severely damages the developing teeth of toddlers and preschoolers. ECTD occurs when children frequently drink from bottles or sippy cups that contain sweetened milk, juice, soda or other sugary liquids, or often snack on sugary foods. The sugar combines with bacteria on the teeth to produce acids that attack the child’s teeth, which causes them to decay. ECTD can be difficult and expensive to treat, and often requires extensive restorative work, stainless steel crowns and tooth extraction, and sometimes hospitalization. 
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Public Awareness Campaign

Delta Dental of Rhode Island – the state’s leading dental insurer – has partnered with Rhode Island Kids 

Count, Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island, the Rhode Island Department of Health, and the Children’s Dental Health Project of Washington, DC to develop a comprehensive educational campaign designed to help parents recognize and prevent ECTD. The multi-faceted campaign focuses on the potential dangers of giving children bottles or sippy cups filled with sugary liquids at bedtime or naptime.

“By the time a child with Early Childhood Tooth Decay comes into my office for treatment, it’s already too late – the damage is done,” said Craig E. Elice, DDS, MS, a pediatric dentist at Pediatric Dentistry, Ltd. “We need to reach the parents before their child’s first visit to the dentist so that we can educate them on ways to prevent this disease.”

Delta Dental and its partners unveiled the public awareness campaign today with a press event and public policy forum at the State House. The campaign includes newspaper and Internet ads, radio public service announcements and outdoor advertising, as well as consumer educational materials: 

· Bilingual brochures 

· Bilingual Posters 

“It is our hope that the Early Childhood Tooth Decay Public Awareness campaign will help to prevent this disease and protect the oral health and bright smiles of thousands of young children in Rhode Island,” said Joseph A. Nagle, President and CEO of Delta Dental of Rhode Island. “However, we cannot overlook the children who are in immediate need of treatment, and the dentists who they turn to for help.”

In addition to raising awareness on how to prevent ECTD, Nagle also announced Delta Dental’s donation of $50,000 to the St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center, where dentists daily confront this disease.

St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center

There are currently 89 children on a waiting list at the St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center who are afflicted with ECTD and need extensive restorative work or extractions.  Due to the severity of their decay, these children require treatment under general anesthesia or sedation. Delta Dental’s donation will go towards the purchase and installation of new equipment in the outpatient surgery center at Our Lady of 
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Fatima Hospital (affiliated with St. Joseph Hospital), allowing the dental staff to treat children who require full-mouth rehabilitation under general anesthesia.

“When a child comes to the dental center in pain, they’re depending on us to make them feel better,” said 

Daniel Kane, DMD, Dental Director at the St. Joseph Hospital Pediatric Dental Center. “Delta Dental’s donation to fund a new operating room will allow us to properly treat these children, so that we can begin restoring their smiles.”

Founded in 1995, the Pediatric Dental Center offers a range of comprehensive services, including routine dental care, emergency services and nutrition and dental health education. Part of what makes the care provided by the staff at the Pediatric Dental Center so unique is their ability to communicate with a diverse population of patients. Last year, the center treated close to 8,000 patients.

“The pain and suffering associated with Early Childhood Tooth Decay not only affects the child, but also 

causes significant stress on the child’s family,” said Dr. Burton Edelstein, Director of the Children’s 

Dental Health Project Inc. and Director of the Division of Community Health at Columbia University School of Dental and Oral Surgery. “From the cost of treatment to finding a dental office willing and able to treat a child with this disease, parents are often faced with multiple obstacles, ultimately preventing them from finding sufficient care for their child.”  

In addition, children with ECTD often develop socialization problems due to pain or low self-esteem and are at higher risk of developing future dental problems.    

Dr. Edelstein stressed the importance of prevention and congratulated the state of Rhode Island for leading the way in partnering multiple agencies to eradicate this disease in young children.

Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Executive Director of Rhode Island Kids Count agreed with Dr. Edelstein, saying, “Early Childhood Tooth Decay causes pain and trauma to thousands of Rhode Island children. By educating parents, pediatricians, early childhood teachers, nurses, and others who work with young children, it is our hope that this public awareness campaign will prevent early childhood tooth decay and ensure bright futures for our young children.”
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Campaign’s Long-term Goals

To reach its long-term goal of eliminating ECTD in Rhode Island, the campaign’s primary outreach education sites will be neighborhood health centers, clinics and pediatrician offices statewide. Delta Dental’s partnership with Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island and the Rhode Island Department of Health will enable them to equip these offices with educational materials. 

The campaign’s long-term strategies include working with the medical community to incorporate ECTD information into well-baby visits, as well as expanding the campaign’s translated materials to reach other high-risk populations. 

###

As the state's leading dental insurer, an important part of Delta Dental of Rhode Island's mission is to improve the oral health of Rhode Islanders.
