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DEFINITION

Child population is the total number
of children under age 18 and the
percentage change between 1990 and
2000 in the total number of children
under age 18. 

SIGNIFICANCE

In 2004, the number of family
households with children under 
age 18 in Rhode Island was 127,112,
representing almost a third (31%) of all
households.1 According to the 2004
American Community Survey
conducted by the Census Bureau, there
were 1,037,002 Rhode Island residents.2

In 2004, the population of children
under age 18 was 243,667 and
represented 23% of the state’s total
population, down from 24% of the
population in 2000.3

Children in Rhode Island are older
and more ethnically diverse than in
2000. The largest increase in any age
category in Rhode Island between 2000
and 2004 was children ages 15-17.4,5

The number of children ages 15-17
increased 7% from 40,240 to 43,076
children.6,7 The number of children ages
10-14 increased 2% from 74,367 to
76,167 children.8,9

In contrast, the number of younger
children living in Rhode Island

declined. Between 2000 and 2004, 
the number of children under age 5
decreased 4%, from 63,418 to 60,849
and children ages 5-9 decreased 6%,
from 67,852 to 63,575.10,11 The U.S.
Census Bureau projects that children
under age 18 as a percentage of Rhode
Island’s total population will decrease
from 24% in 2000 to 22% in 2030.12

Rhode Island’s children are diverse in
race, ethnic background, language and
country of origin. In Rhode Island
between 2000 and 2004, the largest
increase in the population ages birth 
to 19 was led by minority children.13,14

Between 2000 and 2004, the number 
of Black or African American children
increased 38%, Hispanic or Latino
children increased 13%, Asian children
increased 7%, and White, non-Hispanic
children decreased 7%.15,16 In 2004,
there were 9,437 foreign born children 
under age 18 living in Rhode Island,
representing 4% of the child
population.17 Eighty-two percent of
children ages 5-17 speak only English,
11% of children sometimes or always
speak Spanish, 4% speak other 
Indo-European languages and 2% 
speak an Asian or other Pacific Island
language at home.18
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◆ IInn 22000044 iinn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd,, 113388,,779966 ((5577%%)) cchhiillddrreenn uunnddeerr aaggee 1188 lliivveedd iinn aa mmaarrrriieedd ccoouuppllee
hhoouusseehhoolldd,, 8822,,227722 ((3344%%)) cchhiillddrreenn lliivveedd iinn aa ssiinnggllee ppaarreenntt hhoouusseehhoolldd,, aanndd 1177,,224444 ((77%%))
cchhiillddrreenn lliivveedd wwiitthh rreellaattiivveess,, iinncclluuddiinngg mmaarrrriieedd aanndd ssiinnggllee ppaarreenntt ggrraannddppaarreennttss oorr ootthheerr
rreellaattiivveess..1199 IInn 22000044,, 33,,334477 ((11%%)) cchhiillddrreenn lliivveedd iinn aa hhoouussee wwhheerree tthhee cchhiilldd wwaass nnoott rreellaatteedd ttoo
tthhee hheeaadd ooff tthhee hhoouusseehhoolldd,, ssuucchh aass cchhiillddrreenn iinn ffoosstteerr ccaarree.. AAnn aaddddiittiioonnaall 11,,779955 ((<<11%%))
cchhiillddrreenn lliivveedd iinn aa nnoonn--ffaammiillyy hhoouusseehhoolldd..2200

◆ IInn RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd,, bbeettwweeeenn 22000000 aanndd 22000044,, tthhee nnuummbbeerr ooff cchhiillddrreenn uunnddeerr aaggee 1188 lliivviinngg iinn
ssiinnggllee ppaarreenntt hhoouusseehhoollddss iinnccrreeaasseedd 2233%% ffrroomm 6677,,002266 ttoo 8822,,227722..2211,,2222 TThhee nnuummbbeerr ooff cchhiillddrreenn
lliivviinngg wwiitthh aa ggrraannddppaarreenntt oorr ootthheerr rreellaattiivvee ddeeccrreeaasseedd 33%% ffrroomm 1177,,882277 ttoo 1177,,224444 cchhiillddrreenn
aanndd tthhee nnuummbbeerr ooff cchhiillddrreenn lliivviinngg iinn aa ttwwoo--ppaarreenntt hhoouusseehhoolldd ddeeccrreeaasseedd 1111%% ffrroomm 115566,,228888
ttoo 113388,,779966..2233,,2244

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2004. Tables B01001B, B01001D, B01001F, B01001G,
B01001H, B01001I & B09003.

**Includes children who are related to the head
of household by birth or adoption.

* Hispanic children may be included in any
race category. Of Rhode Island's 240,977
children, 40,612 (17%) are Hispanic. 

The number of children reported by race varies
from the statewide total as some racial categories
are too small to report in the sample size. 

n= 240,977 n = 243,667
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Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 Census of the Population 
and Census 2000, Summary File 1.  

Core cities are Central Falls, Newport, Pawtucket, 
Providence, West Warwick and Woonsocket. 
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Child Population
Child Population, Rhode Island, 1990 and 2000

1990 TOTAL 2000 TOTAL CHANGE IN % CHANGE IN
POPULATION POPULATION POPULATION POPULATION

CITY/TOWN UNDER AGE 18 UNDER AGE 18 UNDER AGE 18 UNDER AGE 18

BBaarrrriinnggttoonn 33,,991122 44,,774455 883333 2211%%

BBrriissttooll 44,,338800 44,,339999 1199 00%%

BBuurrrriillllvviillllee 44,,447799 44,,004433 --443366 --1100%%

CCeennttrraall FFaallllss 44,,881100 55,,553311 772211 1155%%

CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn 11,,557755 11,,771122 113377 99%%

CCoovveennttrryy 77,,662266 88,,338899 776633 1100%%

CCrraannssttoonn 1144,,667733 1177,,009988 22,,442255 1177%%

CCuummbbeerrllaanndd 66,,442277 77,,669900 11,,226633 2200%%

EEaasstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 22,,991133 33,,556644 665511 2222%%

EEaasstt PPrroovviiddeennccee 1100,,665577 1100,,554466 --111111 --11%%

EExxeetteerr 11,,552211 11,,558899 6688 55%%

FFoosstteerr 11,,118855 11,,110055 --8800 --77%%

GGlloocceesstteerr 22,,552266 22,,666644 113388 66%%

HHooppkkiinnttoonn 11,,883399 22,,001111 117722 99%%

JJaammeessttoowwnn 11,,112233 11,,223388 111155 1100%%

JJoohhnnssttoonn 55,,333322 55,,990066 557744 1111%%

LLiinnccoollnn 33,,889900 55,,115577 11,,226677 3333%%

LLiittttllee CCoommppttoonn 775500 778800 3300 44%%

MMiiddddlleettoowwnn 44,,667766 44,,332288 --334488 --77%%

NNaarrrraaggaannsseetttt 22,,886699 22,,883333 --3366 --11%%

NNeeww SShhoorreehhaamm 116633 118855 2222 1144%%

NNeewwppoorrtt 55,,775566 55,,119999 --555577 --1100%%

NNoorrtthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 66,,007766 66,,884488 777722 1133%%

NNoorrtthh PPrroovviiddeennccee 55,,665555 55,,993366 228811 55%%

NNoorrtthh SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 22,,333322 22,,337799 4477 22%%

PPaawwttuucckkeett 1166,,771199 1188,,115511 11,,443322 99%%

PPoorrttssmmoouutthh 44,,117755 44,,332299 115544 44%%

PPrroovviiddeennccee 3377,,997722 4455,,227777 77,,330055 1199%%

RRiicchhmmoonndd 11,,556655 22,,001144 444499 2299%%

SScciittuuaattee 22,,442266 22,,663355 220099 99%%

SSmmiitthhffiieelldd 33,,889988 44,,001199 112211 33%%

SSoouutthh KKiinnggssttoowwnn 44,,777700 66,,228844 11,,551144 3322%%

TTiivveerrttoonn 33,,116666 33,,336677 220011 66%%

WWaarrrreenn 22,,445522 22,,445544 22 00%%

WWaarrwwiicckk 1188,,332222 1188,,778800 445588 33%%

WWeesstt GGrreeeennwwiicchh 991155 11,,444444 552299 5588%%

WWeesstt WWaarrwwiicckk 66,,556600 66,,663322 7722 11%%

WWeesstteerrllyy 44,,998888 55,,440066 441188 88%%

WWoooonnssoocckkeett 1100,,661177 1111,,115555 553388 55%%

CCoorree CCiittiieess 8822,,443344 9911,,994455 99,,551111 1122%%

RReemmaaiinnddeerr ooff SSttaattee 114433,,225566 115555,,887777 1122,,662211 99%%

RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd 222255,,669900 224477,,882222 2222,,113322 1100%%

Table 1.


