Full-Day Kindergarten

DEFINITION

Full-day kindergarten is the percentage
of public school kindergarten children
enrolled in a full-day kindergarten
program as of October 2003. Full-day
kindergarten is defined as a kindergarten
program that operates for at least six
hours per day. The numbers do not
include children enrolled in private
kindergarten programs or in half-day
kindergarten programs that offer after-
school child care.

SIGNIFICANCE

Research shows that many children
benefit academically from participation
in full-day kindergarten and are more
likely to be ready for first grade than
children in half-day kindergarten
programs.'? Full-day kindergarten
programs are especially beneficial to
children from low-income and
educationally disadvantaged
backgrounds.?

The increase in single parent families,
the increase in the number of families
with both parents working and the fact
that most children have experience with
full-day preschool or child care programs
have increased the demand for full-day
kindergarten. Studies show that parents
favor a full-day program that reduces the
number of transitions that their

kindergarten child must make each day.*

Teachers and parents report that
children who participate in full-day
kindergarten have more time to
discover at a relaxed pace, more
opportunities to choose activities and
develop their own interests and more
time for creative activities.” The longer
school day allows children and teachers
time to explore topics in depth and
provides an environment that supports
a child-centered, developmentally-
appropriate approach. Full-day
kindergarteners exhibit more positive
behaviors than half-day kindergartners,
including: independent learning,
classroom involvement, and
productivity in work with peers.®”
Children in full-day programs are more
likely to understand a broader range of
letter-sound relationships, recognize
words by sight, learn more in reading
and math and understand words in
context.®’

In a full-day program, teachers and
school staff have more opportunities to
recognize a child’s learning style, assess
progress and identify problems or
behavioral issues. This allows for more
timely intervention and the potential to
reduce costs associated with remedial
education and special education costs in
later school years.!"
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ONNTENTENTN.

Children in Full-Day Public Kindergarten Programs,
Core Cities and Rhode Island, 1999-2000 and 2003-2004
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Source: Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 1999-2000 and 2003-2004 school years.

4 In Rhode Island in 2003-2004, 41% of children who attended kindergarten were in

a full-day kindergarten program. Seventy-five percent of full-day kindergarteners live in
the core cities. Of Rhode Island’s thirty-six school districts, eight offer universal access to
full-day kindergarten programs in 2003-2004."

PPN N
Kindergarten Entry Age

4 On January 1, 2004, Rhode Island’s new kindergarten entry age policy went into effect.
Children must now be 5 years old by September 1, rather than December 31 to enter
kindergarten.” Rhode Island is one of 35 states that have changed their kindergarten cut-off
date.

A child’s school readiness is based upon his or her maturity and the skills they have
mastered. Regardless of the age at school entry, it is critical that a child’s education address
all domains of child development including: physical well-being and motor development,
social and emotional development, and cognition and language development.”
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Table 28. Children Enrolled in Full-Day Kindergarten Programs, Rhode Island, 1999-2000 and 2003-2004 Source of Data for Table/Methodology
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