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• Medicaid is a federal-state program enacted in 1966. 
The federal government provides matching funds to 

Brief Overview of Coverage for Non-
Citizen Children in RI

The federal government provides matching funds to 
states for health care for certain pregnant women, 
infants, children, parents, seniors and people with 
disabilities

• In the beginning… federal matching funds were 
available for many categories of non-citizens as long 

 th   l f ll  t i  th  U S  as they were lawfully present in the U.S. 

• The RIte Care program, enacted in 1993, followed the 
federal rules.

Brief Overview of Coverage for Non-
Citizen Children in RI

• 1996: PRAWORA – Federal Law limited Medicaid to 
certain “qualified aliens” including:
• Refugees, persons granted asylum
• Lawful permanent residents – but only after 5 years

• 1997:  RI Response – Maintain coverage for all 
lawfully present children using state funds

• 1998:  RI expands coverage for all children regardless 
of status – including “undocumented”
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Brief Overview of Coverage for Non-
Citizen Children in RI

• 2006:  RI ends eligibility for children who do not meet 
federal definition of “qualified immigrant” and 
“grandfathers in” children who received RIte Care on 
or before 12/31/06.

• 2008:  “Grandfathered” children are closed to RIte 
Care in June   (2 500 kids lost coverage  including Care in June.  (2,500 kids lost coverage, including 
lawfully present children and undocumented)

Brief Overview of Coverage for Non-
Citizen Children in RI

• 2009:  CHIPRA – federal reauthorization of CHIP gives 
states option to cover lawfully residing children in 
Medicaid and CHIP and receive federal matching funds

• 2009:  RI exercises federal option – included in FY 
2010 budget

• 2010:  Coverage for children starts - April
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Which children are eligible?
New eligibility categories:

• Lawful permanent residents (green card)  Do not 
need to wait 5 years. 

• Temporary Protected Status and Deferred Enforced 
Departure

• Child of a US citizen who is pending adjustment of 
status

• Others – see chart

Which children are eligible?
Previous categories

• Refugee and granted asylum 

• Battered Immigrant

• Others – see chartOthers see chart
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Which categories are not eligible? 

• Undocumented children
• Children who are lawfully here, but are not residents

of the state
• Tourists 
• Students 
• Children born to tourist or student.  The child is a 

U S  iti  b t t  id t f Rh d  I l d U.S. citizen but not a resident of Rhode Island 

Which parents are eligible? 

• Refugee and asylee

• Lawful permanent resident – after 5 years in 
status or if in the U.S. before 8/22/96

• Battered immigrant – after 5 years

• Others – see chart
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How will I know whether a child or 
parent is eligible?

• Rule of thumb:  if family has documents, submit the 
application with copies of documents

• Documents include:
• I-551 (“green card”)
• I-94 (arrival/departure record)

I 766 ( l  h i i  d)• I-766 (employment authorization card)
• Eligibility letters from CIS

Lawful Permanent Residents

• If child has I-551 – eligible

• If parent has I-551 – eligible if:
• In status for at least 5 years or
• If entered as refugee (RE#) or asylee (AS#) or
• If was in US before 8/22/96 and has continuously 

li d i  h  lived in the country
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Reminder about Pregnant Women who are 
undocumented or who otherwise do not meet 
immigrant eligibility rule 

• All pregnant women who meet other RIte Care eligibility 
rules (income and residency) are eligible for RIte Carerules (income and residency) are eligible for RIte Care

• Includes lawfully present women (e.g., LPR in status less 
than 5 years) and undocumented (but not tourists or 
students)

• A child born in the U.S. is a citizen, so the child is eligible 
for RIte Carefor RIte Care

• The mom is eligible for RIte care for 60 days post-partum 
and then for Extended Family Planning for up to 24 months 
with a recertification at 12 months.

Reminder about “mixed households”

• Parents who are undocumented can apply for RIte 
Care for their citizen children and do not need to 
provide information about themselves (except for 
income)

• Under confidentiality rules, a DHS staff person is 
prohibited from reporting individuals to CISprohibited from reporting individuals to CIS
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FAQs…

• Can getting RIte Care affect right of lawful 
permanent resident to become U.S. citizen? NO

• Can getting RIte Care affect right of immigrant to 
attain LPR status (is RIte Care considered in 
making a determination of “public charge”)?  NO

RIte Care Application for New Families 

• For example: family members are LPR – status 
granted 4/05 or later:
• Children eligible (may have been recipients through 6/08)

• Parents not eligible until after 5 years
• Question 4:  List non-citizens 
• Attach COPIES of immigration documents (copy both 

id  f d t )sides of documents)
Do not send original documents.
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Adding Child to Existing RIte Care “case”

• E.g.:  Citizen child(ren) are getting RIte Care and LPR 
child can be added

• Submit new MARC-1
• Indicate on front of application that adding child(ren) 

to existing application
• Q3: List child already receiving RIte Care and indicate 

“already receiving”already receiving
• List immigrant child and submit copy of child’s 

document

RIte Care Application

Children in new coverage categories are eligible 
effective 4-1-10 and eligibility goes back to date of 
application.

Bills incurred before enrollment in Health Plan can be 
paid through fee-for-service

If bill has been paid by family, provider may be willing 
to reimburse and submit to DHS
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LPR Card

Birthdate: 
8/20/95

Category IR7

Resident Since
3/23/10

LPR Card (Asylee Based)

Category
AS6

Resident Since
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LPR Card (Conditional Resident)

Category

Resident Since

Immigrant Visa

Date of 
Endorsement: 
Date became LPR
Nov 1, 2008

Category: IR2

Birthdate: 
03 March 1990
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Arrival/Departure Record
(I-94 For Asylee)

Arrival/Departure Record
(I-94 For Refugee)
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Employment Authorization Card
(C14  Deferred Action)

Category
C14

Employment Authorization Card
(A05 Asylum Granted)

Category
A05
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Employment Authorization Card
(A11 DED)

Category
A11

Battered 
Immigrant
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Resources
International Institute
Carl KruegerCarl Krueger
784-8643; ckrueger@iiri.org

Poverty Institute
Linda Katz
456-4634; lkatz@ric.edu

RI Legal Services
274-2652

Resources

Poverty InstitutePoverty Institute

Guide to Government Assistance Programs
www.povertyinstitute.org/guide 


