Children Witnessing Domestic Violence

DEFINITION

Children witnessing domestic violence
is the percentage of reported domestic
violence incidents resulting in an arrest
in which children under age 18 were
present in the home. The data are based
on police reports of domestic violence.
Domestic violence is the use of physical
force, or threat of force, against a
current or former partner in an
intimate relationship, resulting in fear
and emotional and/or physical
suffering.

SIGNIFICANCE

Millions of children are exposed to
domestic violence each year.! National
studies indicate that rates of partner
violence are higher among couples with
children than those without children.
In Rhode Island in 2008, police reports
indicate that children were present at
31% of domestic violence incidents
resulting in arrests.’

Children are exposed to domestic
violence in several ways. They may
witness or hear violent events, become
directly involved by trying to intervene,
or experience the aftermath of violence
by seeing their parent’s emotional and
physical injuries or damage done to
their homes.* Children who are exposed
to domestic violence are much more
likely to be victims of child abuse and
neglect than those who are not.
Nationally, between 45% and 70% of

children exposed to domestic violence
are also victims of physical abuse.’

Exposure to violence in the home
can affect brain development and
impair cognitive, academic and social
functioning. Children who witness
domestic violence are more likely to
have social, emotional, health, and
learning problems. They are more
prone to depression, anxiety, fear, post-
traumatic stress disorder, concentration
and memory problems, and difficulty
with school performance than children
who do not witness domestic
violence.®”

Research suggests that exposure to
inter-parental violence increases the
likelihood that individuals will
perpetrate (particularly men) or be the
victims of violence during dating and
marriage.® Exposure to violence may
impair a child’s capacity for partnering
and parenting later in life.’

Effective interventions for children
who have witnessed domestic violence
depend on coordination among
schools, early education programs,
pediatric health care, mental health
programs, child welfare, courts and law
enforcement. These service systems can
identify and address emergent problems
related to healthy child development
that can result from exposure to family
violence.'
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Domestic Violence Incidents Resulting in Arrest,
Rhode Island, 2004-2008
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Source: Rhode Island Supreme Court Domestic Violence Training Unit, 2004-2008. Includes domestic violence reports
resulting in an arrest from local police and Rhode Island State Police. Data for 2008 are provisional.

@ In 2008, there were 5,217 domestic violence incidents that resulted in arrests. Children

were present in 31% (1,595) of these incidents. Police officers reported that children saw

their parent being abused in 1,259 incidents, and children heard their parent being

abused in 1,382 incidents resulting in arrests. These incidents were not mutually exclusive."
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Under-reporting of Domestic Violence

¢ Many domestic violence incidents are never reported to police. In the U.S. between
1998 and 2002, it is estimated that somewhat more than one-half (59%) of family
violence incidents were reported to police."

@ Police reports are not always fully completed, so even when arrests were made, the data
likely under-represent the number of domestic violence incidents in which children were
present.”



Children Witnessing Domestic Violence

1able 29.  Children Present During Domestic Violence Incidents
Resulting in Arrests, Rhode Island, 2008
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2010 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook 101



